
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY NOVEMBER 20th 2019 
Joshua 23-24 ~ Mark Van Schalkwyk ~ Serving Together 

 
What do you remember from Sunday’s talk? 
 
Joshua 24:15 ~ But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, 
then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.” 
 

Joshua 24:31 ~ Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of 
Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had experienced 
everything the Lord had done for Israel. 
 

Joshua was coming to the end of his life and he knew it. He knew that 
it was important no matter what he achieved in his life to acknowledge 
where his help came from. He does not shout what he has done, but 
what the Lord has done in his lifetime. And what the Lord is still doing 
and will do. And in between all that God has done and is doing, he 
does speak about his part in it all. Joshua 23:4 ‘Remember how I 
have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the 
nations that remain—the nations I conquered— ‘. He reminds them 
that through it all, they must be strong and to love and hold on to the 
Lord their God. 
 

But when we look back at the life of Joshua, we see someone who knew what it was to serve. He had 
served the Lord well. 
 
1. God wills us to serve no matter what. 
It is chapter 24 that we really get to see the heart of Joshua when he declares in verse 15, ‘But as for me 
and my household, we will serve the Lord.” This the man who came out Egypt. Led by Moses who followed 
the pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire at night the Lord provided. (Exodus 13:21-22). But Joshua does 
not talk about following the Lord but serving the Lord. We can follow the Lord where He leads us and yet we 
can do nothing. 
 

Ephesians 2:10 ~ For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

The true follower of Christ is the one who serves the Lord. Joshua was one of the 2 spies who declared a 
favourable outcome when the Israelites came to the promised land the first time. He served as Moses’ 
second in command for 40 years. Ephesians 3 and 4 is a good place to go when look at serving. We are all 
called to serve. 
 

In the NT 
Matthew 23:11 ~ The greatest among you will be your servant. 
 

Matthew 20:26 ~ …whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant … 
 

Luke 22:26 ~ … the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the 
one who rules like the one who serves. 
 

Mark 10:43 ~ Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant  
 

Mark 9:35 ~ Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who 
wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 
 

In the OT 
Jeremiah 3:15 ~ Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and 
understanding. 
 

There are so many more verses in the bible about serving, which are reflected in both the old and new 
testament. It is not a new concept at any point in the bible and something we are to continue in into the 
future. How can we serve? 
 



Numbers 26:51 – over 600.000 men taken in the census of fighting men. Those 20 years and older. When 
the Israelites travelled through the desert and through the campaign of conquering the promised land, who 
provided the food, looked after the children, tended the injured and so much more than being part of the 
army. 
 

We can serve by being there for one another. We can help with cooking, setting up and clearing away. The 
kids work needs helpers. We can help with the worship team. We help with giving lifts if you are able to and 
so much more. 
 

And there is one area where we all can serve, no matter what the age or health. We can serve each other 
by praying for one another.  It might seem the easiest thing to do, but when you do it you soon realise how 
hard it is. Because it is done in secret, many will not know of the labour involved. 
 

If we know this, then no one should ever say that they don’t know how to serve. We all have something to 
offer. Our experiences can be the very thing that enables to serve others in ways no one else can. 
 

We can only follow the greatest example of servant hood, by looking at Jesus the servant king. 
 
2. We need to experience it ourselves 
Joshua 24:31 ~ Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him 
and who had experienced everything the Lord had done for Israel. 
 

Joshua and his generation experienced God. From God leading them out of Egypt, through the desert and 
taking them into promised land. They saw and experienced what God did and could do. 
Throughout the ages God has poured out His Spirit on His people in different measures and at different 
times. From that, church movements have been started. Revival happened in the church. We are not meant 
to live on the experiences of our forbearers. We cannot live on the experiences of those who have gone 
before us. We need to experience God for ourselves. Getting saved is meant to be the greatest experience 
we could know. If God’s great plan is for us have a personal relationship with Him, then we are meant to 
know and enjoy Him forever. We are meant to experience who our God is. 
 

Move of the Holy Spirit in the 90’s. Time of refreshing. We have to know that our God is for real! 
Times of worship – great, fantastic. God has blessed over and over again with a sense of His presence. 
Some may feel it more than others. Some may feel nothing. 
 

How do we experience our God? 
✓ Know him in prayer. 
✓ Know Him in worship. 
✓ Know Him in miracles, signs and wonders. 
✓ Know Him by the love we have for one another. 
✓ Know Him in seeing others getting saved. 

 

Do you want to experience this God? 
 

In summary: 
❖ We can all serve because we all have something to offer and we all called to serve. 
❖ We need to experience our God, because He has called us into a relationship with Him. 

 

Questions to think about … 
➢ We are all called to serve. How do you serve God? 
➢ Is God asking you to serve Him in a new way? Can you share this so the group can pray? 
➢ Joshua 24:15 ~ “…as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord”. Does your family hold to 

this? What does it look like for your family? 
➢ How have you experienced God?  
➢ What impact have these experiences had on your relationship with God and other people? 
➢ Do you want to experience more of God? 

 
Pray 


