
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY DECEMBER 8th 2019 

Looking back at Joshua – Joss Bray 

 
What do you remember from Sunday’s talk? 
 
Introduction 
If you get the chance, watch the video again for an overview of the book of Joshua 
 

Video overview https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqOqJlFF_eU&feature=youtu.be 
 
Big themes and NT parallels with the church: 

• Joshua – same name as Jesus 

• Israel - a people chosen by God 

• Not because they were holy – by the grace of God 

• They were used to make God known - so are we 

• They walked with God – so should we 
 

Key themes in the book that we covered: 
Joshua stepped up and took hold of what God had said to 
Moses and the prophets. He wasn’t afraid to step up and he wasn’t a young man either ~ never say you’re 
too old for God to use you! 
 

The 2.5 tribes helped the other 9.5 tribes even though the land wasn’t for them. We should remember God 
calls us to different things but we can support each other for a season even if it’s not something we’re called 
to. 
 

Rahab believed in God and trusted His people – and she and her family were saved. She was an unusual 
person for God to choose for the task – so are we! 
 

Joshua followed God’s plan because- 

• He had seen the promised land himself – God showed him something – has God shown us 
something? 

• He listened to his trusted friends the spies – we need to listen to each other 

• He heard from God – we need to listen and hear 

• He spoke out with confidence about God’s plan – we need to have faith and step out for God 

• Then he did something – he didn’t wait around but stepped out – only after going through all the 
previous steps first though 
 

Crossing the Jordan and the 2 cairns – piles of stones – markers. 
 

In the Christian life our markers are: 

• Baptism – reminds us of being saved 

• Communion – reminds us of what Jesus has done for us 
 

Circumcision – outward and inward – of heart. Getting rid of the past. 
Have we put off the old, cut off our past? 
 

Jericho – acting in obedience – not forcing the pace but gaining the 
victory. We shouldn’t go ahead of God or force the pace but go with 
Him. 

 

The sin of Achan – everyone suffered. Lost battle. The importance of overcoming sin. Sin affects all of us in 
church and distracts us away from God. We need to confess our sin and repent. 
 

The loving God who is also Holy and Righteous and so much more!  
 

The Gibeonite deception – who are you and where do you come from? Them and us. We need to be aware 
of those who come among us 
 

But God overruled in the end – what was started in deception ended up in service. Even if people come 
among us with the wrong agendas they can still be changed 
 

The sun and moon stood still – still waiting for an explanation – except that God did it! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqOqJlFF_eU&feature=youtu.be


The land was divided into lots for the tribes. Are we happy with our lot? Do we know what it is? Short term or 
long-term view? Where have we been placed? Are we happy where we’re at? We must not compare 
ourselves with others. We all have a purpose and should look at the long term plan. 
 

We have freedom from sin AND freedom to love, forgive – and be like Jesus. Following God wholeheartedly 
is the key. 
 

Trusting Jesus – just like in the cities of refuge. The cities of refuge remind us of Jesus: 

• Appointed by God 

• Available for all 

• Close by for those who know their need 
 

The city names – holy, place of strength, fellowship, fortified place, high 
place, joy. These names remind us of Jesus and His church – should be 
a place of all these. The church is a place of refuge where people can find 
Jesus – not foolishly relying on our own strength. The life of Joshua 
reminds us to serve well and serve together – in all circumstances. It 
reminds us of Jesus’s commitment and love for us as his people. Jesus 
came to serve us and did so by dying on the cross.  

 

Joshua was keen that the people knew his principles and experienced them for themselves in their lives.  
 

Joshua 24:15 ~ But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.’ 
 

It’s a personal decision to follow God. This is what it comes down to. We want many people to know Jesus 
and follow him. But we have to remember to serve the Lord ourselves as well – that’s the challenge. 
So, there is one episode in Joshua 5 v13 that we didn’t get to –  
 

Joshua 5:13-15 ~ Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him 
with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, ‘Are you for us or for our enemies?’ 
‘Neither,’ he replied, ‘but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.’ Then Joshua fell face 
down to the ground in reverence, and asked him, ‘What message does my Lord have for his servant?’ The 
commander of the Lord’s army replied, ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.’ 
And Joshua did so. 
 

This is a great episode– but what does it mean? Did Joshua meet an angel – or Jesus? An angel wouldn’t 
have accepted worship. His eyes were down – perhaps the low after the high of the Jordan. We often 
experience low times after a milestone event or high point. 
Perhaps Joshua was thinking about Jericho? Joshua was a 
brave leader – who then fell face down in reverence. We’ll be 
face down in worship when we meet Jesus. He recognised 
authority and power when he saw it. Suddenly it wasn’t about 
Joshua and his worries and plans – it was about the Lord and 
his army. It wasn’t that God would be supporting Israel – it was 
that Israel needed to follow God. We need to be on God’s side 
and not Him on ours. It was a holy moment – a place of divine 
encounter. It needs to be the same for us. God has the plan. 
 
Questions to consider: 

➢ Are we face down in worship of the almighty God? 
➢ Are we aware of the holiness of God and the vital and prime importance of not sinning? 
➢ Do we expect God to be on our side – when it’s actually us who need to follow him? 
➢ Are we confident in Him as our refuge and strength? 
➢ If you don’t know God today – if you can’t say you follow Jesus and that he is Lord of your life – then 

he is speaking to you clearly today to turn around and come to him. 
➢ If you are a Christian – then God is challenging us very clearly as well. 
➢ He says - is your heart circumcised - are you living in freedom from the past and in the freedom to 

love and forgive – am I your refuge and strength - and are you following me into everything I have for 
you? 
 

Pray 


