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DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY JANUARY 5TH 2020 
ITS ALL ABOUT JESUS – JOSS BRAY 

 
Introduction 
We’re starting a new theme – it’s all about Jesus! We have a list of 150 topics about Jesus to choose from. 
Makes you think ~ is our vision of Jesus too small? 
 

Let this year be a transformational one! A year where we get a much bigger picture of Jesus. For us as 
individuals and therefore for us as the church. Because Jesus is really important. 
 

Colossians 1: 15-16 ~ The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers 
or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.  
 

We have loads to share together over the next few months about Jesus. So, here’s a question to start with -  
What does it mean to have “a personal relationship with Jesus”? 
 

Relationships are all different – so that’s ok! We’re all different but we want to be disciples of Jesus. The 
early disciples were all different and had different levels of relationship with Jesus as well. We want to follow 
the Son and Jesus himself is the same – yesterday, today and forever. 
 

Here are 3 areas where we can have that relationship with Jesus. So, let’s start this year with a bit of a 
personal checklist. It’s not a test or exam - it’s to build us up! 
 
Firstly - Knowing Jesus 
How do we know him? 
 

There are different ways of knowing people and in particular 
knowing Jesus. Knowing about v knowing him personally v 
knowing him as our Lord and saviour. Knowing about Jesus is 
not enough! The demons he cast out certainly knew about 
him. The devil even knew him personally and spent time with 
him. So, knowing Jesus in these ways is not enough. 
 

Its about knowing him enough to trust and follow him as Lord 
– to turn away from our old life, to be forgiven from sin, and to 
trust him for our ultimate destiny. If you don’t know him in this 
way – now is the time – listen to him calling you now! 
 

Having said all that - we do need to know as much as we can about him as well! The more we know about 
Jesus – the more we will want to know and want to follow him. So how do we do that? 

• By reading/listening to the bible – all of it – (Recommend reading the first 10 chapters of Matthew!) 

• By knowing each other – the body of Christ – demonstrating to others Jesus in our lives 

• By considering creation… 
 

Romans 1: 20 ~ For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine 
nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without 
excuse. 
 

• By getting taught – appropriately! Make sure we get good teaching, teach each other, teaching via the 
internet ~ but make sure the teaching is sound ~ if you’re not sure, check it out with someone ~ don’t 
just accept what you hear because it’s on the internet! 

• By listening to the Holy Spirit - when we hear from God we hear from Jesus. 

• By spending time in prayer – consciously listening and being in his presence. Have a good 
conversation with God but listen to Him as well as expecting Him to listen to us. 

• And by accepting him to be our Lord and Saviour – as well as our friend and brother. 
 

We can all know him like this – and our relationship to him is as individual as any others we have. We must 
not compare our relationship with Him with others’ relationship with Him. We’re all different. What counts is 
He our Lord and Saviour? All our relationships with Jesus will be expressed in different ways. But is it based 
on a solid foundation that cannot be shaken – like a house on a rock?  
 

But there is more! The more we know – the more we should develop a passion for Jesus. 
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Secondly - Having a passion for Jesus 
We talk about what we are passionate about. We spend time doing what we are passionate about. We make 
time and prioritise the things we are passionate about. These are the things that matter to us. This should be 
the same for Jesus. After all - He is our Lord and Saviour! What do we make time for? What do we prioritise? 
Who do we put first? 
 

We will all be passionate about Jesus in slightly different ways – because of our personality. But – this is not 
a call to relentless activity – or to incessant talking! But It’s not even about doing loads in Jesus name or 
apparently for Jesus. 
 

Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 7 …  
 

Matthew 7: 21-23 ~ ‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and, in your name, perform many miracles?” 
Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” 
 

This is a really challenging teaching. We see in this passage people passionate about doing things in Jesus 
name but without actually being in a relationship with him. It is possible to appear to be a Christian and to be 
passionately following Jesus and doing amazing things in his name. But Jesus said to them “I never knew 
you”. He didn’t say – “no those things weren’t real”. He said, “I 
never knew you”. Our walk is about much more than doing lots 
of stuff in His name. 
 

Now of course he knew all about them – but the relationship 
wasn’t there – and relationships are 2 way. 
They didn’t let him know them in the most fundamental way 
which leads to salvation. We must not get into the passion of 
focussing on doing – unless we know Jesus in that personal 
way where we are open to him and all that he says to us. That 
includes rebukes, hard lessons, challenges and love. He may 
ask you to give something up. Just as the early disciples found 
out, we must find out too. That’s real relationship and real 
passion for Jesus – allowing him to change us. 
 

But there is more! It’s great to know as much about Jesus as we 
can – and we need to know him ourselves personally. It’s also 
great to be passionate about Jesus. But we need to love Jesus 
– and that’s the crucial thing.  
 
Thirdly - Loving Jesus 
How do we know that we love Jesus? What does it mean to love Jesus? 
 

Many of us can struggle with that – especially certain personality types. And especially if we just think it’s 
about feelings! 
 

Firstly - we love him because he loved us first. We are responding to His love for us. But how do we really 
know we love him - and that it’s not just a warm fuzzy feeling? A clue is in that challenging passage from Matt 
7 where it says … 
 

Matthew 7: 21~ ‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven 
 

Jesus said this – if you love me you will do what I teach you – John 14 
 

John 14: 15 ~ ‘If you love me, keep my commands.  
 

That’s very practical. It’s also very hard! But thankfully – we have help in the next verse …  
 

John 14: 16, 17a ~ And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with 
you for ever – the Spirit of truth. 
 

Loving Jesus means doing what he teaches – and we can only do that if we know him! Loving anyone 
properly means putting them first – and Jesus needs to be first in our lives. This is really important – our first 
love should be for Him and that should demonstrate itself by doing the things what he tells us to.  
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Churches that lose that first love are not ones that reflect Jesus and he doesn’t like it. Look at the letter to the 
Ephesian church from Jesus in Revelation 2 …  
 

Revelation 2: 2-4 ~ I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot 
tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not and have found them 
false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name and have not grown weary. Yet I hold 
this against you: you have forsaken the love you had at first.  
 

I don’t know exactly what that meant for them – maybe they just 
kept going and did good things and persevered even through 
hardships – but lost sight of who it was they were doing it for. 
Maybe their love for Jesus wasn’t compelling them anymore.  
 

Let’s not make that same mistake. Our focus needs to be Jesus 
at all times because we are responding in love to him – all else 
flows from that. 
 
Summary 

▪ Knowing Jesus, having a passion for Him, loving Him are 
all part of the normal Christian life. 

▪ They are all things in which we can all grow ~ no one is 
excluded. 

▪ We won’t end up all the same – but we will be effective 
parts of the body – the church that Jesus calls us to be. 

▪ These things are our foundation 
 

Listen to what Jesus says later in Matthew 7 …  
 

Matthew 7: 24-29 ~ ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a 
great crash.’ 
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught 
as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 
 

That’s our challenge for this year - let’s do it together and let’s do it with the help and power of the Holy Spirit 
– just as Jesus promised.  
 
 
Questions to ponder … 

➢ How do you get to know Jesus better? 
➢ What do you make time for? What do you prioritise? Who do you put first? 
➢ What convinces you that Jesus loves you? 
➢ How do you know that you love Jesus? 

 
 
Pray … 


