
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17th 2019 

Joshua 11-19 ~ Ray Middleton ~ Who are you? 

What do you remember from Sunday’s talk? 
 
Are we happy with our “lot”? 
What is our “lot”, our inheritance? Are we happy with what we’ve been given? Sometimes we’re not! 
 

Joshua 11-19 is about the allotment of the inheritance of the tribes of Israel. The Tribe of Levi were given no 
land. Why? It’s all to do with the history of Levi. 
 

Joshua 13:33 ~ But to the tribe of Levi, Moses had given no inheritance; the Lord, the God of Israel, is their 
inheritance, as he promised them. 
 

Levi was one of Jacob’s sons who had a bad beginning (see Genesis 34). He was cursed by Jacob for 
deciding what was right and taking revenge. Fast forward to the time of Moses, and when Moses came down 
the mountain to find the people worshipping the golden calf, he asked “who is for the Lord?”. The Levites 
were the tribe who stood with Moses and from then on, they were blessed by God. They were separated out 
from the rest and given a specific job to do, just as we are separated out as God’s chosen people. 
 

Deuteronomy 10:8-9 ~ At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister and to pronounce blessings in his name, as they still do 
today. That is why the Levites have no share or inheritance among their fellow Israelites; the LORD is their 
inheritance, as the LORD your God told them.)  

 

The Levites ministered to the Lord. We are anointed to minister to 
other. We have a priestly role. 
 

Picture the world. The Holy Spirit hovered over the world at creation. 
All was good. But then, we decided what was right and wrong and ate 
the fruit. We rebelled against God and He let us. He sent us out of the 
Garden of Eden, but He still loved us. The idea of holiness was born 
out of the sin of man. Our hearts tend towards sin. God wants a 
relationship with us, but He is holy.  
 

The Levites carried the holiness of God within the Ark of the Covenant. 
There followed the physical temple where the Levites carried out the 
priestly role within it and including the sacrifices for our sins. The Jesus 
came. We don’t need a physical, stone-built temple anymore, as we 
are temples and carry the Holy Spirit within us.  
 

Questions to think about … 
 

➢ Are we happy with our “Lot” in life? 
 

➢ Do we know what our “lot” – our inheritance - is for following Jesus? 
 

If we’re following Jesus, we’ll get an inheritance! We get some of it now in the form of the Fruit of the Spirit. As 
we walk with Jesus, these grow.  
 

It’s not all about waiting to die! God’s Kingdom is coming, and we see glimpses in healings etc. We need to 
actively demonstrate His love now. People are experiencing God’s Kingdom now. We are God’s inheritance: 
 

Ephesians 1:18 ~ I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the 
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints 
 

We get an inheritance, and God also gets an inheritance 
 

1 Peter 2:9-10 ~ But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light; who once 
were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy  
 

We are priests. We have a richness in Jesus. To serve God is enough. We are a Holy nation. A royal priesthood. 
We carry His holiness in the Holy Spirit. Christ lives in our hearts. God sees us as His children. Wherever we 
go we carry God with us. We are His ambassadors. We should listen to others and speak only when necessary 
as prompted by God. We need to put the Word into action. 
 



We should be wise about our “lot” in life. Some of our experiences are not great, but that maybe our cross to 
carry.  
 

We try to master sin when God says get rid of sin. We try to have sin as our slave. But anyone who sins is a 
slave to sin. Sin cannot be mastered. The Israelites were told to “get rid” of the Canaanites, but they didn’t. 
 

Do we accept our “lot” in life? Does it always have to be accepted? No! Things can change. Follow Jesus 
anyway and no matter how far you have come, He can still change things more! 
 
Psalm 16:5-6 ~ LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secure. The 
boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely, I have a delightful inheritance 
 

This is one of the Messianic Psalms. Jesus asked God to take away the cup, nut determined that “your will be 
done”. Jesus saved all of us through His obedience to His Father. 
 

How long will you wait? 
We can know all of this, but we still have to put it into practice! An inheritance in Christ is no good if we don’t 
take hold of it. 
 

Joshua 18:1-4 ~ The whole assembly of the Israelites gathered at Shiloh and set up the tent of meeting there. 
The country was brought under their control, but there were still seven Israelite tribes who had not yet received 
their inheritance. So, Joshua said to the Israelites: “How long will you wait before you begin to take possession 
of the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has given you? Appoint three men from each tribe. I will 
send them out to make a survey of the land and to write a description of it, according to the inheritance of each. 
Then they will return to me.  
 

How long? Just get on with it! He sent out men to sus out the land and make a full description of the land. For 
us, we could make a full description of our hearts. Faith without works is dead. 
 

So how do we grab hold of the inheritance? 
 

❖ Pray for the Holy Spirit to fill us 
❖ Confess any sins to someone ~ the Evil One’s power 

can still remain if we just confess to God ~ there is 
something powerful in confessing our sins to one 
another. 

❖ Repent and turn away from the sin 
❖ Cut things off, Feelings of hurt? Admit them. Get 

prayed for. Forgive. 
 

We shouldn’t only share the hurts and forgive others, but we 
should also look at our reactions to being hurt by people and 
seek forgiveness for those too. God wants to free us from 
ungodly reactions. 
 

There are two kinds of freedom in Christ: 
 

Freedom from sin 
Freedom to love, be kind, be like Jesus 
 

There are two sides to the coin for getting sorted!  
 
Questions to think about … 
 

➢ To what extent have we taken possession of our lot – our inheritance - in Jesus and entered the 
promised land?  
 

➢ How do we experience being in God’s Kingdom of Heaven on Earth now? 
 

➢ To what extent are we like the 7 tribes who need to press on and take possession of what God has 
allotted to us? What areas of our life and heart still need to be turned over to God?  

 

➢ What action do we need to take to take possession of our inheritance in Christ (e.g. forgiving past hurts? 
Admitting and Turning away from specific habitual sinful ways of thinking/feeling/acting? Asking God’s 
forgiveness?)  

 

➢ Are their specific things we feel God has allotted to us to complete for Him? What are these?  
 

➢ To what extent are we working at and completing what God has put on our heart? 
 
 



Whole-hearted? 
If we follow God wholeheartedly, we will turn away from the bad “lot”. Our inheritance is also for our children. 
 

Joshua 14:9 ~ So on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have walked will be your 
inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly. 
 

God wants us to be wholehearted. That doesn’t mean over working though. Jesus said “my burden is light” so 
we shouldn’t over work! 
 

Are we going to take some steps to take full possession of the land God has given us? 
                                                                          
Questions to think about … 
 

➢ To what extent are we wholeheartedly following Jesus? 
 

➢ Which areas of our heart are not 100% for God? 
 
 
 
Pray 
 
 
 
For next Sunday … try to read Joshua 20-22 


