
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3rd 2019 
Joshua 8 ~ Mark Van Schalkwyk ~ God does not Change 

 
What do you remember from Sunday’s talk? 

 
A very brief summary of Joshua 8 
God has given Ai into the hands of the Israelites. Ai is completely destroyed. Every living person, 
young and old are killed. The Israelites then renew their covenant with God as was set out by Moses. 
 
1. The Holy and Righteous God 
When we read Joshua 8, about the slaughter and destruction 
of Ai, the first thing that comes to my mind is genocide. Even 
the destruction of Jericho speaks of genocide. We can so 
easily tell ourselves that that happened in the 'OLD 
Testament' and that God does not do that kind of thing 
anymore. If we believe that, then everything about us means 
nothing. Why? We are saying that God has changed. We are 
saying that the God of the OT is different to the God of the 
NT. 
 

If God declares in Malachi 3:6, “I the Lord do not change”, 
then why should we think so?  
 

God is Holy. God is Love. God is merciful. God is 
compassionate. God is Righteous 
 

There are so many attributes we can ascribe to God. Yet if we went through them all, they would only 
be a small part of who God is. Through the bible we are given a limited view of who God is, because 
that is what He has revealed to us. When I say that it is only a small part of Him, it does not fully 
explain who God is. Every attribute of God is 100% God. 
 

God is always Holy. God is always Love. God is always Merciful. God is always Righteous.... and so 
on and so on. 
 

And because God is a Holy God He has to act against sin:  
 

Isaiah 57:15 ~ For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy. 
 

1 Peter 1:16 ~ because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." 
 

Psalm 22:3 ~ Yet You are holy, O You who are enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 
 

Isaiah 6:3 ~ And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The 
whole earth is full of His glory." 
 

1 Samuel 2:2 ~ "There is no one holy like the LORD, Indeed, there is no one besides You, Nor is 
there any rock like our God. 
 

Sin separates us from our Holy God. And the result of sin is death.  
 

Romans 6.23 ~ the wages of sin is death  
 

God's view on sin will never change. No matter how big or small the sin may be. The Righteous and 
Holy God deemed it right to pass judgement on Jericho and Ai. This same God can pass judgement 
on whom ever He decides at any time. I know that this was mentioned in last week’s preach but is 
important that we understand this. That we understand the Judgement of God. 
 

Isaiah 5:16 ~ But the LORD Almighty will be exalted by his justice, and the holy God will be proved 
holy by his righteous acts. 
 

He is a Holy and Righteous God. And He is a Fearful God. 
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2. The Merciful God 
When Joshua led the Israelites in the renewing of the 
covenant, God was showing His mercy. God had given 
them a way back to Him. By blood of the lamb were they 
able find atonement for their sins. Even the aliens and 
foreigners with them would be covered by the blood of 
the lamb. Joshua had to write the law on new stones as a 
testimony to the gathered assembly of the promises of 
God. The writing on the stones gives them a sense of the 
permanency of this covenant/promise. In 2 Corinthians 3, 
Paul writes that the law is no longer written on stones but 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Proverbs 2 also talks 
about His commands being written in our hearts. Jesus is 
the lamb, whose blood has been shed for us. We no 
longer have to make sacrifices, but we do have to repent. 
 

When the Israelites came before God on Mt Gerizim and Mt Ebal, they knew what the Lord required 
from them. They knew that if they did not come before God as was required in Deuteronomy 27, God 
would wipe them out just as He did to Jericho and Ai. But they knew of God's mercy and the 
forgiveness found in the sacrifice of the lamb on the altar. We who have known this mercy not 
through the law written on stones, but through what has been written in our hearts by the spirit, 
should we not be shouting from the roof tops?! 
 
3. The Loving God 

We know that our God does not change and that our God can pass judgement at any 
time, because our God is Righteous and Holy. Our God in His Mercy has given us a 
way back to Him, through Jesus Christ, His Son, having died on the cross for our 

sins, once and for all. It is God in His love, and we should be stirred to proclaim 
these great truths. God wants us to have a relationship with Him. That has 
been God's redemption plan shown throughout the bible. Redemption 
comes from God and through God. 

 

As we are called to be His, we called to change. Nobody likes change when 
it affects us personally. It is unsettling in so many different ways. That is why 

as we have a God that is unchanging, we should feel so secure in knowing that 
He is there no matter what happens to us and will never leave us. We who are 

being changed from glory to glory should be walking in every increasing confidence 
as we get to know more and more of God and His unchanging nature.  
 

2 Corinthians 3:18 ~ You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to 
righteousness 
 

Let me try this illustration which shows how difficult it is to get our heads around it. 
Take a glass of water as a representation of God. We add some salt and it 

dissolves into the water. It is still water, but salty water. You cannot see the salt, but 
it is there. The problem with this illustration is that when we drink the water it is salty. We add sugar 
and it dissolves into the water. We now have a salty sugary water mix. But if God is the water, we 
could drink it and enjoy the pure refreshing taste of water even though the saltiness and sweetness is 
still there. We could drink it again and taste the saltiness even though the purity of the water and 
sweetness is still there. We should read about our God in the bible and allow the spirit work in our 
lives that we can gain some more understanding of who our God is. We have and are and will be 
tasting how good the Lord is. We have and are seeing how good the Lord is.  
 

Psalm 34:8 ~ Taste and see that the LORD is good 
 
Finally … 
God does not change, and because of this we should stand confident that we are called to be part of 
His redemption plan which is the thread that runs through the bible from the beginning to end. He is 
the Alpha and the Omega. The need for sacrifice is no longer required as Jesus has done it all for us. 
 



Questions to consider … 
➢ How do you react to the destruction of Jericho and Ai and the fact that God doesn’t change?  
➢ What would you say to someone questioning you about this and stating this can’t be the 

action of a loving God? 
➢ Do we shout from the roof tops about what God has done and is doing? Why/why not? 
➢ Many people don’t like change! God demands change in our lives. What is God challenging 

you about and asking you to change at this moment in time? 
➢ Read through the verses below. Which stand out to you today? Which encourage you today? 

Which mean something in the face of your current situations? 
 
Hebrews 13:8 ~ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 

Malachi 3:6 ~ “For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
 

James 1:17~ Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
 

Numbers 23:19 ~ God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his 
mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfil it? 
 

Isaiah 40:8 ~ The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

Psalm 102:25-27 ~ Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your 
hands. They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will change 
them like a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the same, and your years have no end. 
 

2 Timothy 2:13 ~ If we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. 
 

Isaiah 40:28 ~ Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
 

Psalm 119:89 ~ Forever, O Lord, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 
 

Psalm 33:11 ~ The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations. 
 

Psalm 90:2 ~ Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the 
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 

Psalm 119:90 ~ Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you have established the earth, and it 
stands fast. 
 

John 3:16 ~ “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

1 Timothy 1:17 ~ To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Pray … 
 
 
For next Sunday please try and read Joshua Chapters 9 and 10 … 
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