
 

DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY OCTOBER 20th 2019 
Joshua 5 ~ Jeremy Tyndall ~ The battle of Jericho and Rahab’s Faith Vindicated 

 
What do you remember from Sunday’s talk? 
 

The Story so far … 
It’s been a story of promise, that God would lead His people to a land that he would give to them. The Lord 
had promised that he would be their God, and they would be his people. There had been traumas and 
miracles on this long journey but now within memory was the exodus from Egypt, the crossing of the Red 
Sea, God’s miraculous provision on the way, as well as the more recent crossing of the Jordan. The people 
of God were on a mission to occupy the land the Lord had promised. The scene is set as preparations are 
made to take the city which now stood in their way. They could not just go around it. That was not God’s 
instruction. Strategically this would make sense in not having enemy left to later attack you from behind!! 
 

Receiving God’s Plan (Joshua 6:1-5) 
Jericho is one of the oldest cities in the world. The word Jericho itself 
sounds like the Hebrew word for “moon”, so Canaanite Jericho may 
have been a centre of moon worship. This could therefore be another 
reason why Jericho was to be destroyed as it would make a statement 
about the victory over the false gods of the land. Plenty of false gods 
today too!  Even the people of Israel were not immune – maybe even 
parts of church today too.  Some 800 years later, Jeremiah (7:24) 
spoke about those who resist God, perhaps making a god of self-
centredness... But they did not obey or incline their ear but walked in 
their own counsels and the stubbornness of their evil hearts. 
 

Often Sinatra’s “I did it my way” is played at funerals. We can 
understand what people might be saying concerning a person’s 
individuality, but at the end of the day what matters is that we do things God’s way. Today, people continue 
to walk in their own counsels. Opinion seems to triumph over truth. This may be even more evident in a 
culture where what a celeb says seems so valued. 
  

Back to Jericho.... At about 750 feet below sea level, it is also one of the lowest places on earth. But, 
although it received only a few inches of rainfall a year, it was an oasis for travellers because of its abundant 
supply of spring water. Jericho is often referred to as the “city of palms”. But how were they to take such a 
heavily fortified city? The Israelites were nomadic people who had been reared in the desert. They did not 
have the weaponry needed for assaulting a fortified city, nor the skill and experience to use them if they had 
had them. Nothing but the direct hand of God could in a week's time give a city like Jericho, thoroughly on 
its guard and prepared, to besiegers such as Joshua and the Israelites. From the faith perspective though it 
was a “yes”, Jericho may have been a great city enclosed by walls so considerable that houses were built 
upon them. But they could not shut God out. No gates and bars can stand against the One who is the 
creator of heaven and earth!  If it is God’s will... The promises of God are always fulfilled in their season.   
And now the time was right. “It’s in hand” God was saying. The time was right for we read... 
 

Joshua 6:1 ~ Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and 
no one came in.   
 

The inhabitants were frightened no doubt due to what they had heard of the Israelite’s God and the 
miraculous crossing of the Jordan and that the spies had escaped their clutches  
 

Joshua 6:2 ~ Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its 
king and its fighting men”.   
 

Yes, indeed the time was ready. As Christians, we know how important it is to recognise that we cannot 
force the pace (we often get a glimpse in advance, for sure, to encourage us that the time IS coming!), nor 
should we be dilatory when the signal is green! 
 

The Strategy is laid out... 
So, the Lord began his instructions to Joshua ...   
 

Joshua 6:3,4 ~ March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests 
carry trumpets of rams’ horns. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests 
blowing the trumpets.  
 



 

The trumpets were used as instruments of signalling not music, in both the military and religious contexts 
and they were in front of the ark. The Ark of the Covenant, the seat of His special presence, was carried 
around the city, symbolising the active presence of God with them. The trumpets were carried and blown by 
priests and were seven. The processions around Jericho were to be made each day for seven days and 
seven times on the seventh day. See the stress on the sacred number seven, underlining this was the work 
of God.  
 

Joshua 6:5 ~ When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud 
shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.”  
 

All these detailed instructions were calculated to demonstrate the fact that this triumph would be wholly due 
to the might of the Lord. One of the things Israel would learn from this experience was that God's work must 
be done in God's way by God's people. We must all be prepared to play our part in God’s plans. The 
promises of God are not designed to promote inactivity on our part! They are given to encourage and to 
assure us that what we do for the Lord is never in vain. Joshua himself was being taught that he was not to 
follow his own devices, but to adhere strictly to the plan God had given him. 
 

Acting in Obedience (Joshua 6: 6-11) 
We read how Joshua dutifully relayed these instructions, but adding, or perhaps making explicit.... 
 

Joshua 6:6 ~ Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to 
shout. Then shout! 
 

The only sound that reached the walls was the sound of the trumpets blown by the priests. The silence of 
the Israelites was a silence of expectation. Having crossed the Jordan River by a miracle, they silently 
expected another miracle from God. We read too that Joshua would rise early – again perhaps to savour 
this profound silence which is filled with the presence of God. 6 days of just marching. Keeping obedient – 
being patient! We have to stay the course!  Did it ever feel like their marching was in vain? The walls were 
still standing; nothing had happened. Wrong! Much had happened. Something of supreme importance had 
been accomplished. God had been honoured and glorified. By the obedience of Joshua, of the priests, and 
of the people, God had been honoured. Nothing honours God so much as our obedience. Marching around 
the city was not only an act of obedience, but also an act of faith. By repeating the marching operation so 
many times, the people were impressed with their need to trust in God's Word and to obey His directions. 
Israel's faith was the key to their victory. As the writer of Hebrews says (11:30), By faith the walls of 
Jericho fell down, after they had been encircled for seven days. 
 

They were probably walking out of the reach of the enemy’s arrows. But what a strange spectacle it must 
have been for the inhabitants of Jericho to see the Israelites encircle the great fortifications of the city daily 
in absolute silence, with only the trumpets sounding! Humanly speaking, maybe this feels like some degree 
of psychological warfare. Perhaps by the seventh day they had grown secure feeling no harm was going to 
come to them after all. Maybe they were even beginning to make fun of this God that the Israelites 
followed….  But --- on when the seventh day came... 
 

Gaining the Victory ~ The Climax! 
Tradition says that the seventh day was the Sabbath day. Everything 
was to be God's on God's day.  
 

Joshua 6:15, 16 ~ On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and 
marched around the city seven times in the same manner, except that 
on that day they circled the city seven times. The seventh time around, 
when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the 
army, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the city!” 
 

Now the time had come for them to give one loud concerted shout. Why so? To indicate that the victory was 
sure. This order for them to give a grand shout was another test of their faith and obedience. It was to be 
made while the fortress still stood intact before them. It is easy enough to shout after the victory, but this 
shout was to be given in assured anticipation of the victory. It struck me that this is like our songs singing 
God’s praise today! Although God would allow His people to be enriched with spoil and plunder and to have 
them settle in cities they had not built, there was a peculiarity in the case of this first city...    
 

Joshua 6: 17-19 ~ Thee city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the LORD. (Only Rahab the prostitute 
and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. But keep away 
from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. 



 

Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. All the silver and gold 
and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury.”) 
 

The city was to be destroyed.  Moreover,  
 

Joshua 6:26 ~ At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the LORD is the one who 
undertakes to rebuild this city...    
 

We can see here God’s judgement upon the wickedness of that people and culture, and a hint of what will 
happen in the final judgement, if people continue to rebel against God.  The destruction would also protect 
the Israelites from worshipping other gods - the land had to be cleansed of all remnants of paganism -  and 
the ruins of the city would stand testimony and warning (another Cairn like Dave was talking about a couple 
of weeks ago) to God’s call to be faithful to him. In fact, Jericho would be rebuilt some centuries later a few 
miles further south. And around 1400 years later, Herod the Great would order fine buildings to be 
constructed. In the NT, it is in Jericho that Jesus meets Zacchaeus.  
 

The Second Mega Theme in Joshua 6: Rahab’s Faith is Vindicated... 
Rahab would be spared. She had hung that scarlet cord outside her window 
signifying where she was so that the troops wouldn't storm her house. Similar to 
the Israelites putting the scarlet blood over the doorposts so that the angel of 
death would pass over their house. As the scarlet cord spared Rahab and her 
family from being destroyed and as the blood over the door frame saved the 
Israelites from the angel of death so does the blood of Christ do the same for us. 
 

Joshua 6:22, 23 ~ Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go 
into the prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in 
accordance with your oath to her.” … So, the young men who had done the 
spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers and 
sisters and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put 
them in a place outside the camp of Israel.  
 

We also have to make a choice. When God had revealed himself to Rahab, she had two choices-reject 
him like the rest of Jericho did or believe in him which is what she did (for the Lord your God is God in 
heaven and on the Earth below  Joshua 2:11) And we saw that the city’s rejection and in humans that 
resulted in being destroyed while faith resulted in salvation. It's no different for us. We can reject Christ, like 
so many people do, and be destroyed or we can believe and be saved. The end came for Jericho and the 
end is coming for the world. And if we don't attach the scarlet cord, if we don't cover ourselves with the blood 
of the lamb, we will not escape. We need to be like Rahab and choose correctly. 
 

Hope for anyone and everyone! God is all about reaching those whom the world has shunned. Have any 
of us taken on the identity of what others have said we are? Take heart! As Joyce Meher wrote: No matter 
how bad your past is, you can get past your past. God loves you and he wants you to be free. We are 
forgivable, we are worthy because Jesus has died for each and every one of us. Oscar Wilde, “Every saint 
has a past and ever sinner has a future.” Rahab had a sordid past but, because of her faith, she had a 
beautiful future. Perhaps there's not a lot of people who believe in us, but God does because he knows what 
we're capable of if we come to him and stick close to Him.  
 

Joshua 6:26 ~ Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because 
she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day.  
 

"To this day" ~ Rahab was spared and lived as an Israelite. She became like another cairn.   She married an 
Israelite, Salmon, and she bore Boaz who was the father of Jesse who was the father of David...whose 
descendant was Jesus. In the genealogy of Jesus, you will find Rahab's name in Matthew 1:5. Rahab is an 
ancestor of none other than Jesus himself. Who would ever have thought that Rahab, the former prostitute, 
would be included in the bloodline of Jesus! And, not only that, but she gets a mention in the great hall of 
fame laid out in Hebrews 11 (see v.31), and is referenced by James (2:24,25) where he has been describing 
how faith and works need to go hand in hand, which leads us to our third point here: 
 

Faith in Action, we are not saved because of what we do, but because God loves and forgives us. But this 
is not to say there is no need to change. But this change will flow from our new life IN CHRIST. Saving faith 
is active faith. Rahab was put to a major test so soon after putting her faith in God. This shows that as soon 
as we have faith, we have the ability to pass tests; even big ones. All in all, a pretty good CV/resume for a 
former prostitute, wouldn't you say? 
 



 

Closing Observation... 
Joshua 6:27 ~ So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land. 
- different from modern day celebrity type!)    
 
Questions to Consider: 

➢ How would you define a false god today? What examples can we think of? 
➢ How are our quiet times? What do we do in them and with them? 
➢ What do we make of the celebrity culture today? 

 
Pray 
 
For next Sunday … 

Joshua 7 New International Version - NIV 
Achan’s sin 

7 But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son 
of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So, the LORD’s anger burned against Israel. 
 

2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told them, ‘Go up 
and spy out the region.’ So, the men went up and spied out Ai.3 When they returned to Joshua, they said, ‘Not all 
the army will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary the whole 
army, for only a few people live there.’ 4 So about three thousand went up; but they were routed by the men of 
Ai, 5 who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries 
and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted in fear and became like water. 
 

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell face down to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till 
evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, ‘Alas, 
Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the 
Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! 8 Pardon your 
servant, Lord. What can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? 9 The Canaanites and the other 
people of the country will hear about this and they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What 
then will you do for your own great name?’ 
 

10 The LORD said to Joshua, ‘Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they have 
violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have 
stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. 12 That is why the Israelites cannot stand 
against their enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not 
be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 13 ‘Go, consecrate the 
people. Tell them, “Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is what the LORD, the God of 
Israel, says: there are devoted things among you, Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you 
remove them.14 ‘“In the morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe that the LORD chooses shall come 
forward clan by clan; the clan that the LORD chooses shall come forward family by family; and the family that 
the LORD chooses shall come forward man by man. 15 Whoever is caught with the devoted things shall be 
destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him. He has violated the covenant of the LORD and has done an 
outrageous thing in Israel!”’ 
 

16 Early the next morning Joshua made Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was chosen. 17 The clans of 
Judah came forward, and the Zerahites were chosen. He made the clan of the Zerahites come forward by 
families, and Zimri was chosen. 18 Joshua made his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Karmi, 
the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was chosen. 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, ‘My son, give 
glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and honour him. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.’ 
20 Achan replied, ‘It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: 21 when I 
saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold weighing fifty 
shekels,[e] I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver 
underneath.’ 
 

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver 
underneath. 23 They took the things from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them 
out before the LORD. 24 Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the 
gold bar, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of 
Achor. 25 Joshua said, ‘Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today.’ Then 
all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 26 Over Achan they heaped up a large 
pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore, that place has 
been called the Valley of Achor ever since. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+7&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-5998e

