
 

DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY OCTOBER 27th 2019 
Joshua 7 ~ Dave Harbertson ~ The Sin of Achan 

 
What do you remember from Sunday’s talk? 
 

Joshua 7 
But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of 
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So, the LORD’s anger burned against Israel. 
Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told them, “Go up and spy 
out the region.” So, the men went up and spied out Ai. 
When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all the army will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand 
men to take it and do not weary the whole army, for only a few people live there.” So about three thousand went up; but 
they were routed by the men of Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as 
far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted in fear and 
became like water. 
Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till 
evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. And Joshua said, “Alas, Sovereign LORD, 
why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only 
we had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! Pardon your servant, Lord. What can I say, now that Israel 
has been routed by its enemies? The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and they will 
surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?” 
 The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has sinned; they have violated my 
covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have 
lied, they have put them with their own possessions. That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they 
turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you 
destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 
“Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is what the LORD, 
the God of Israel, says: There are devoted things among you, Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you 
remove them. 
“‘In the morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe the LORD chooses shall come forward clan by clan; the 
clan the LORD chooses shall come forward family by family; and the family the LORD chooses shall come forward man 
by man. Whoever is caught with the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him. He 
has violated the covenant of the LORD and has done an outrageous thing in Israel!’” 
Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was chosen.  The clans of Judah came 
forward, and the Zerahites were chosen. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri was 
chosen. Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, was chosen. 
Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and honour him. Tell me what you have 
done; do not hide it from me.” 
Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: When I saw in the 
plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I 
coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 
So, Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver 
underneath. They took the things from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them out 
before the LORD. 
Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold bar, his sons and 
daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. Joshua said, “Why have 
you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today.” 
Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. Over Achan they heaped up a large 
pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore, that place has been 
called the Valley of Achor ever since. 

 
Achan … 
36 men dead. This was the only mention of a battle in 
Joshua where Joshua did not lead the battle 
 

Achan came from a great line of Israelites. He knew of the 
judgement of God on the Israelites, the miracles in the 
desert, was there when they crossed the Jordan, 
encountered the power of God, experienced the fall of 
Jericho’s walls. He’d seen God move, God’s judgment on 
the generation who couldn’t enter the Promised Land. 
You’d have thought he would have known the nature of 
God, yet he had taken what he shouldn’t. 
 



 

1. Corporate Responsibility 
Achan sinned. Others were on the receiving end of punishment. No man is an island. Things don’t just affect 
one person. He’s dug a hole, hid the plunder but others, who must have known, did nothing about it. 
 

Achan knew that if you obey God he blesses; if you disobey God, He removes His blessing. Because of 
Achan’s sin, there were repercussions on his family and the whole of Israel. When we sin, we are not alone. 
We are one body… 
 

1 Corinthians 12:26 ~ If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part 
rejoices with it. when one suffers, we all suffer.  
 

God wants us to be a channel of blessing to us and to use us. We don’t want blessing to be withheld 
because of our sin. Persistent sin causes disharmony in the church and loss from God. As the three 
musketeers said, it’s “one for all and all for one”! John Calvin said: “he cannot love God for His father who 
does not have take the church for his mother”. “I will please myself” is not part of the church. We are 
accountable to one another and God sees us as one body. 
 

This is not generational curse, which is biblical nonsense! Why not? Because if it was important it would be 
in the New Testament and it is a total misunderstanding of 2 verse in the Old Testament: 
 

Exodus 20: 5-6 ~ You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 
God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate 
me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments 
 

It is talking about the family unit in Israel at the time ~ 3 to 4 generations would have lived together. Your sin 
affects that family unit, but it is limited to then. It’s not a permanent issue. You can begin to walk right with 
God and blessings can begin again. Our God is a God of grace who gives more blessings than He 
withholds. Our past cannot affect us now ~ we are new creations! 
 

2. When things go wrong, what do we do? 
Ai was Joshua’s first defeat. He hadn’t enquired of God first and followed wrong advice. Had he thought he’d 
cracked it with Jericho? 
 

We are always dependent on God whether we have a big or small problem. We need Him every day ~ a 
bad day or a good day! We need to be seeking Him in all things ~ we must not assume He will turn up in 
power next week just because He has this week.  
 

Joshua 7: 7-9 ~ And Joshua said, “Alas, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the 
Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the 
other side of the Jordan! 8 Pardon your servant, Lord. What can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its 
enemies? 9 The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and they will surround us 
and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?” 
 

One thing had gone wrong for Joshua and he thought everything was over! “you’re not with us anymore!”, 
“We’re going to die”! The feeling of one loss and God was going to leave them all alone.  
 

No one blamed Joshua! In church, don’t look around for someone to blame. Leaders need to lead. When 
things go wrong seek God, humble yourself, have genuine sorrow, unburden your heart and listen to God! 
We’re desperately seeking breakthrough ~ but are we really desperate? 
 

3. The Problem of Sin 
Achan had followed the Ark of the Covenant across the Jordan and round Jericho. Within the Ark were the 
tablets with the Ten Commandments on them.  
 

Commandment 10: you shall not covet. And yet, Achan 
coveted. He did not take God seriously. He thought he 
could hide his wrong and he saw as plunder what belonged 
to God. If we’re easy on sin, we will sin with ease. 
 

Coveting is an act of idolatry and worship, a desire for 
someone or something that is more than that for God. A 
desire for that which you have no right to possess things, 
partner, success, fame, prominence, more goods … 
Sometimes we think we deserve it, but it’s about personal 
satisfaction. Coveting is the sin of the dream world. God’s 
purpose is greater that our pleasures. 



 

 

Sometimes we give coveting another name ~ we try to justify it with “I can help others”, but it’s about self-
indulgence, and the opposite of Godly contentment. 
 

How do we know if we are coveting? Our thoughts are wholly taken up with it, things of God take second 
place, our conversation is taken up with it, we don’t care how we get it, we take more time and effort on 
earthly things than Godly things ~ we have an insatiable itch ~ we must have it! 
 

4. God’s View 
Psalm 10:3 ~ For the wicked boasts of his heart's desire, and blesses the covetous, whom 
the LORD abhors. 
 

We need to be ruthless with sin: acknowledge it, repent, turn away from it and fix our mind on God. 
 

Proverbs 28:13 ~ Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and 
renounces them finds mercy. 
 

Achan received judgement. In the NT, Ananias and Saphira received judgement. No repentance = no 
blessing and loss of the sense of God’s presence. God judges sin ~ He has to. But there is no eternal 
judgement for Christians ~ Jesus paid the price for our sin. All our sin, past, present and future is paid for if 
we believe in Jesus. Not a Christian? Either Jesus paid the price, or we have to pay ourselves and will 
spend eternity in hell, separated from God. Don’t fool yourself! It will happen.  
 

Christians ~ don’t play around with son. God’s cause does not succeed when we put our interests, our 
desires, our covetousness above God and His commandments. Let’s not hide sin but bring it out into the 
open. Call it what God calls it. And repent. 
 

At the end of the chapter, another cairn is built ~ above Achan ~ a reminder not to do this and go that way. 
Do we have covetousness in our heart? Then go to 
God. 
 

The Valley of Achor meant the Valley of Trouble but … 
 

Isaiah 65:10 ~ Sharon will become a pasture for flocks, 
and the Valley of Achor a resting place for herds, for my 
people who seek me. 
 

Hosea 2:15 ~ There I will give her back her vineyards 
and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. 
 

Achor would become a place of rest, hope and glory 
and of new beginnings. The place of sin and defeat can 
become a place of new beginnings, cleansing and love. 
There’s forgiveness and blessing when we repent.  
 

We need to be a people who walk right with God so we 
can bless others. 
  
 
Questions to Consider: 

➢ “No man is an island.” How have you experienced the actions of someone affect you and/or those 
around you?  

➢ When things go wrong, how do you deal with the situation? 
➢ Do you think you ever covet things? 
➢ Are there sins you need to repent of? 
➢ Do you need to respond to Jesus calling you by name? 

 
Pray 
 
  



 

For next Sunday … 

Joshua 8 New International Version – NIV 
Ai Destroyed 

Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with you and go 
up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land. You shall do 
to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off their plunder and livestock for 
yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city.” 
 

So, Joshua and the whole army moved out to attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand of his best fighting men and 
sent them out at night with these orders: “Listen carefully. You are to set an ambush behind the city. Don’t go 
very far from it. All of you be on the alert. I and all those with me will advance on the city, and when the men 
come out against us, as they did before, we will flee from them. They will pursue us until we have lured them 
away from the city, for they will say, ‘They are running away from us as they did before.’ So, when we flee from 
them, you are to rise up from ambush and take the city. The LORD your God will give it into your hand. When you 
have taken the city, set it on fire. Do what the LORD has commanded. See to it; you have my orders.” Then 
Joshua sent them off, and they went to the place of ambush and lay in wait between Bethel and Ai, to the west of 
Ai—but Joshua spent that night with the people. 
 

Early the next morning Joshua mustered his army, and he and the leaders of Israel marched before them to 
Ai. The entire force that was with him marched up and approached the city and arrived in front of it. They set up 
camp north of Ai, with the valley between them and the city. Joshua had taken about five thousand men and set 
them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. So, the soldiers took up their positions—with the 
main camp to the north of the city and the ambush to the west of it. That night Joshua went into the valley. 
When the king of Ai saw this, he and all the men of the city hurried out early in the morning to meet Israel in battle 
at a certain place overlooking the Arabah. But he did not know that an ambush had been set against him behind 
the city. Joshua and all Israel let themselves be driven back before them, and they fled toward the wilderness. All 
the men of Ai were called to pursue them, and they pursued Joshua and were lured away from the city. Not a 
man remained in Ai or Bethel who did not go after Israel. They left the city open and went in pursuit of Israel. 
Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Hold out toward Ai the javelin that is in your hand, for into your hand I will deliver 
the city.” So, Joshua held out toward the city the javelin that was in his hand. As soon as he did this, the men in 
the ambush rose quickly from their position and rushed forward. They entered the city and captured it and quickly 
set it on fire. 
 

The men of Ai looked back and saw the smoke of the city rising up into the sky, but they had no chance to 
escape in any direction; the Israelites who had been fleeing toward the wilderness had turned back against their 
pursuers. For when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that smoke was going up 
from it, they turned around and attacked the men of Ai. Those in the ambush also came out of the city against 
them, so that they were caught in the middle, with Israelites on both sides. Israel cut them down, leaving them 
neither survivors nor fugitives. But they took the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua. 
When Israel had finished killing all the men of Ai in the fields and in the wilderness where they had chased them, 
and when every one of them had been put to the sword, all the Israelites returned to Ai and killed those who were 
in it. Twelve thousand men and women fell that day—all the people of Ai. For Joshua did not draw back the hand 
that held out his javelin until he had destroyed[a] all who lived in Ai. But Israel did carry off for themselves the 
livestock and plunder of this city, as the LORD had instructed Joshua. 
So, Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day. He impaled the body 
of the king of Ai on a pole and left it there until evening. At sunset, Joshua ordered them to take the body from the 
pole and throw it down at the entrance of the city gate. And they raised a large pile of rocks over it, which remains 
to this day. 
 

Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, as Moses the servant of the LORD had 
commanded the Israelites. He built it according to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses—an altar of 
uncut stones, on which no iron tool had been used. On it they offered to the LORD burnt offerings and sacrificed 
fellowship offerings. There, in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua wrote on stones a copy of the law of 
Moses. All the Israelites, with their elders, officials and judges, were standing on both sides of the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, facing the Levitical priests who carried it. Both the foreigners living among them and the 
native-born were there. Half of the people stood in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount 
Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had formerly commanded when he gave instructions to bless the people 
of Israel. 
 

Afterward, Joshua read all the words of the law—the blessings and the curses—just as it is written in the Book of 
the Law. There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded that Joshua did not read to the whole assembly 
of Israel, including the women and children, and the foreigners who lived among them. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-6029a

