
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY OCTOBER 6th 2019 

Joshua 4 ~ Dave Harbertson 

What do you remember from Sunday’s talk? 
 
Joshua 4:1-9 
When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, “Choose twelve men from 
among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the 
Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put them down at the 
place where you stay tonight.” 
 

So, Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the 
Israelites, one from each tribe, and said to them, “Go over before the ark of 
the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a 
stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, to 
serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do 
these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the 
Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel 
forever.” 
 

So, the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve 
stones from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of 
the Israelites, as the LORD had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they 
put them down. Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where 
the priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are there to this day. 
 

The crossing of the Jordan happened 4 days before the Passover. The river was 90-100 feet wide and 3-10 
feet deep. Records show that in 1267, 1906 and 1927, and other years, earthquakes leading to landslides, 
stopped the flow of the Jordan. We don’t know if God supernaturally stopped the flow of the Jordan or if a 
natural occurrence was used by God to do it, but which ever, God was involved! 
 

For the Israelites there, it was a life changing experience. One moment they were not in the Promised Land, 
once they crossed through the river, they were in the Promised Land. They never forgot the experience of the 
power of God in their lives and that He carried them through and into His purposes. Unfortunately, the same 
wasn’t true for following generations.  
 

The crossing of the River Jordan can be considered a picture of Salvation. Jordan means “judgment spread”. 
The Israelites passed through the Jordan and didn’t experience judgment. They didn’t die. They didn’t lose 
hope but gained it. They thought they had no future, but found they had a future. This is the same for us as 
Christians before and after we accept Christ as our Saviour. 
 

Joshua said the crossing needed to be remembered. We have memories all around our houses (photos, bits 
of memorabilia, pictures …) and don’t want to lose them as they are our history that is part of us. Joshua 
wanted the Israelites to remember and so he set up a cairn. Some translations of the bible indicate two 
cairns, one in the river and one on the land. Others just the one on the land. But what matters is they were 
set up for future generations to remember ~ even though only one generation down the line they had 
forgotten! The church has two “cairns” to help us remember things. 
 

Cairn 1: Baptism 
In the early church, when you became a Christian you were 
baptised immediately. There are many instances in the bible of 
people turning to Christ and being baptised straight away. Recent 
church history shows a separation of the two. You don’t have to 
be baptised to be a Christian though. But baptism is a “cairn” ~ a 
means of remembering… 
 

Romans 6:1-3 ~ What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning 
so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who 
have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you 
know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 
 

Paul was asking them to remember their baptism and what it signified ~ that they died to sin, who they were 
before becoming a Christian, that person was now dead, the person in Adam who was subject to God’s 
judgment had died, and now they were a new person. 



 

It doesn’t say that sin is dead in us though and we have areas in our lives that are weak and subject to 
temptation. The enemy would say we have no power to overcome sin, but that person is dead ~ we are a 
new creation in Christ and have His power in us now! 
 

John 4:4 ~ You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. 
 

The devil lies about us not having the power ~ we have a new standing and position in Christ and are not 
subject to judgment and condemnation. We need to recognise that our baptism can be brought back to mind 
reminding us of what it means. 
 

Cairn 2: Communion 
1 Corinthians 11:23-25 ~  The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this 
in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Jesus told us to break bread and drink wine together to remember Him. A 
new covenant was made when Jesus died. It reminds us that we have 
passed through judgment. 
 

Hebrews 9:22 ~ In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed 
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 
 

Communion reminds us we are forgiven, because of what Jesus did for us, 
that we don’t have to live in condemnation, but can live free and forgiven 
lives. There is no condemnation! We have an eternity of hope, love, peace, 
joy, freedom and forgiveness. Should we be ashamed when we sin? Yes! 
But it’s not the end. We need to come back to the cross. 
 

Why do we need cairns and memory pictures? 
Some of us have bad memories and difficulty remembering things. There are generations of Christians who 
don’t know the stories of what God has done ~ we need to tell them, share what God has done and what He 
is doing.  
 

Too often we remember the hurts and disappointments in life and feed our minds with them. We must, 
therefore, remember what God has done ~ the personal encounters and what he’s done for us as well as 
stories of others we’ve heard. Don’t long for the past though. We share to spur each other on ~ he did it then, 
he can do it again ~ to believe he can do it again, to create faith, increase joy and expectancy. God’s not 
dead! 
 

1 Peter 2:4-5 ~ As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious 
to him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

We too are stones being built together. We can be memories for others too. We should be a reflection of 
God’s character ~ people should capture something of Him in us. We can deposit the wrong things in 
people’s lives, things not of God’s character, so we need to be aware of this and if we upset someone, we 
should seek forgiveness. We must live Godly lives to then replace the negative memory with a good one.  
 

By the grace of God, we can become living memorials, depositing good and Godly things into people’s lives. 
 

Finally: remember 
 

❖ Establish SIGNS and SYMBOLS 
❖ Tell the STORIES 
❖ Be STONES that are living. 

 
Questions to consider: 

➢ What has God done in your life that you can share to encourage and spur each other on? 
➢ What stories do you know of how God has worked in and through others that can encourage us? 
➢ What are we depositing in the lives of others?  

 
Let’s pray. 
 

 



Joshua 5 (NIV)  
 

Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along 
the coast heard how the LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until 
they had crossed over, their hearts melted in fear and they no longer had the courage 
to face the Israelites. 
 

Circumcision and Passover at Gilgal 
At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites 
again.” So, Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath 
Haaraloth. 
  

Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the men of military 
age—died in the wilderness on the way after leaving Egypt. All the people that came 
out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the wilderness during the journey 
from Egypt had not. The Israelites had moved about in the wilderness forty years until 
all the men who were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had 
not obeyed the LORD. For the LORD had sworn to them that they would not see the 
land he had solemnly promised their ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk and 
honey. So, he raised up their sons in their place, and these were the ones Joshua 
circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they had not been circumcised 
on the way. And after the whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where 
they were in camp until they were healed. 
 

Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from 
you.” So, the place has been called Gilgal to this day. 
 

On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the 
plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. The day after the Passover, 
that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and 
roasted grain. The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there 
was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of 
Canaan. 
 

The Fall of Jericho 
Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of 
him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for 
us or for our enemies?” 
 

 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” 
Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What 
message does my Lord have for his servant?” 
 

The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 
 


