
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 1st 2019 

Dave Harbertson ~ The Book of Joshua 
Entering into God’s Promises 

 

What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? Have you read any of Joshua? 
 

Introduction 
The book of Joshua is all about entering into God’s promises and applying it will revolutionise 
our lives, we’ll discover more of the nature of God, enjoy the good things that God has for us, 
find good examples to follow and much encouragement to grow in our faith This week we get an 
overview of Joshua and have a look at some connections between Joshua and the New 
Testament. 
 

Outline ~ A Subway Sandwich! 
A Subway Sandwich has the bread on the outside and lots of good stuff in the middle ~ so it is 
with the book of Joshua: 

• Ch 1            - Joshua starts to lead 
• Chs 23-24   - Joshua finishes leading 
• Chs 2-5       - Enters Canaan 
• Chs 6-12     - Conquer Canaan (although not all of it) 
• Chs 13-22   - Divide Canaan 

 

Who wrote it? 

• We don’t know! 

• Someone around at the time as shown by the way it’s written: ‘we’ and ‘to this day’ 

• There are some later additions: Joshua could not have written about his death, there’s 
mention of the Book of Jasher and in Ch 19 - Tribe of Dan taking territory happened after 
the time of the book 

 

When was it written? 
• Probably 1440 – 1400 BC 
• Great supporting information from David Rohl, a non-Christian, who rewrote ancient 

Egyptian archaeology in his book “The Test of Time” aligning the biblical timeline with 
factual history 

• Archaeological testimony gives us confidence of trustworthiness of the Bible 
 

What’s happened so far? 
• Escape from Egypt and wander through wilderness for 40 years. 
• Spies sent to view Canaan, including Joshua, but did not enter due to 

lack of faith ~ Joshua was one of the two who did have faith it would 
be OK 

• Now on the verge of the River Jordan ready to cross into the Promised 
Land 

• Joshua was under no illusion. He knew there were giants and strong 
warring, cruel tribes who carried out horrendous practices 

• Remember that crossing the River Jordan is not an image of passing through death into 
life eternal as per the hymn “Guide me O thou great Jehovah”. They were crossing into 
potential trouble, war, death and more. 



Yet ~ How exciting is this?! 
• God is sovereign and keeps His promise 
• God has mighty power and has purposes to fulfil 
• Life of holiness to pursue and promises to hold onto 
• Victories to be had and giants to defeat 
• Blessings to enjoy 
• Needing to rest in God to enjoy them 
• Can move in faith to see all that God has for us 

 

What about Joshua? 
• He’s mentioned 27 times in the Pentateuch (first 5 books of the Bible) 
• Joshua is not his original name. His original name, Hoshea meant “Salvation, but Moses 

changed his name to Joshua which meant “God will save”. Jesus would actually have 
been called Joshua 

• Born in Egypt into the House of Joseph 
• Grandfather – Elishama, led Ephraim through the wilderness 
• He was encouraged by Moses 
• Assistant to Moses ~ remember that “helper” is a God given role. Many of today’s helpers 

are tomorrow’s leaders! We should do whatever God gives us to do and do it well. 
• The Holy Spirit was on him 
• He kept himself holy and a person of faith ~ he was not involved with the golden calf 

incident ~ he wanted to pursue holiness 
• He was developing in wisdom 
• He started leading Israel at a ripe age ~ God doesn’t look at our age, physical or spiritual, 

when he looks at our usefulness ~ your never too old or too young! We must not say 
“God can’t use me!” 

• He was qualified by nature, by training, by experience, by faith ~ we need to be people of 
faith and live clean lives. 

 

Questions: 
➢ What encouragement can you find is hearing what Joshua was like? 
➢ What can we learn for ourselves from Joshua’s lifestyle? 

 
 
So, where are the New Testament connections? 
There are lots of parallels between the book of Joshua and the letter to the Ephesians: 
 
A Chosen People 
Israel entered an earthly inheritance with material blessings in earthly places. God’s blessings 
start with suffering ~ they are blessings to help us grow ~ beware of bible teachers who promise 
blessings  
 

Ephesians 1:3-4 ~ Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose 
us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight. 
 

Joshua needed to know he was a child of the promise to 
inherit the land ~ Canaan was the pre-destined promised 
inheritance of God’s people. We have a spiritual agreement 
with God to base our life on, with spiritual blessings, and we can stand in holy places, forgiven, 
with a new heart no longer condemned. We have been adopted into the family of God and we 
can stand near to God with a new destiny and know we’ll have a new body in the new earth and 
heaven, replacing our current mortal bodies. We are redeemed, bought by God, and our future 
is certain and secure. 
 



Joshua led the people into the Promised Land to be a different people and not to be like the 
Canaanites. We are to be “holy and blameless” with a new outlook, the law of God in our hearts, 
with the bible to follow and pleasing God. God sees the inner man, but the world sees the outer 
man ~ they need to see us live life like Jesus. 
 
Question: 

➢ What does it mean to you that God “chose us in him before the creation of the world to 
be holy and blameless in his sight”? 

 
 

Saved by Grace 
Ephesians 2:4-8 ~ But because of his great love for us, God, who is 
rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised 
us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 
Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God 
 

We have been saved by grace ~ we were and could never be, good 
enough for God, but Jesus is good enough and through His dying on the cross, God forgives us, 
adopts us and it’s all a free gift from Him!  
 

 
Making God known 
Ephesians 3:8-10 ~ Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was 
given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to 
everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who 
created all things. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms 
 

Israel was given Canaan for a reason ~ so that the nations would know God and fear Him. The 
purpose of the church is to declare to angelic beings God’s wisdom in saving people. The 
angels must wonder why God would want to save us, rebellious, disobedient people who deny 
him, and yet He still uses us! 
 

Question: 
➢ Dave pondered how the angels viewed us and why God would want to save us and yet 

God’s intent was that “through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms”. What is your understanding 
of this? 

 
Walking with God 
Ephesians 6:12 ~ For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms 
 

Canaan was a battlefield. Conflict was inevitable. But God took them through. Our struggle isn’t 
against flesh and blood and no demonic force can defeat us or God. Jesus will lead us into 
victory establishing right thinking as we learn to walk in faith! 
 

How exciting is the time we have ahead as we look at the book of Joshua! 
 

Question: 
➢ What battles and conflicts are you facing today that you need Jesus to walk with you 

through? 
 
Pray for the things that have been shared above and other things that seem appropriate! 
 



Homework (should you wish to do it!): Read Joshua Chapter 1 for next Sunday!! 

 
Joshua 1: Joshua Installed as Leader 

(NIV) 
 

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son 

of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these 

people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to 

them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I 

promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from 

the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in 

the west.5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I 

was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsakeyou. 6 Be 

strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I 

swore to their ancestors to give them. 
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 

Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be 

successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Lawalways on your 

lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything 

written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded 

you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 

the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

10 So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: 11 “Go through the camp and tell 

the people, ‘Get your provisions ready. Three days from now you will cross the 

Jordan here to go in and take possession of the land the LORD your God is giving 

you for your own.’” 

12 But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua 

said, 13 “Remember the command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you 

after he said, ‘The LORD your God will give you rest by giving you this 

land.’ 14 Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that 

Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, ready for 

battle, must cross over ahead of your fellow Israelites. You are to help them 15 until 

the LORD gives them rest, as he has done for you, and until they too have taken 

possession of the land the LORD your God is giving them. After that, you may go 

back and occupy your own land, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you 

east of the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 

16 Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you have commanded us we will do, 

and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will 

obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with you as he was with 

Moses. 18 Whoever rebels against your word and does not obey it, whatever you 

may command them, will be put to death. Only be strong and courageous!” 


