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Known by God ~ Mark Van Schalkwyk 

 
What do you remember from last Sunday’s talk? 
 
Joshua 2 ~ Rahab and the Spies 
Joshua 2:1-2 
Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, 
“especially Jericho.” So, they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed 
there. The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out 
the land.” 
 

Joshua 2:11 
 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of 
you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 
 

Joshua 2:18-24 
18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you 
let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your fam-
ily into your house. 19 If any of them go outside your house into the street, their blood will be on 
their own heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who are in the house with you, their blood 
will be on our head if a hand is laid on them. 20 But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released 
from the oath you made us swear.” 
21 “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” 
So, she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 
22 When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until the pursuers had 
searched all along the road and returned without finding them. 23 Then the two men started back. 
They went down out of the hills, forded the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him eve-
rything that had happened to them. 24 They said to Joshua, “The LORD has surely given the whole 
land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.” 
 

When Joshua choose the 2 spies, what was going through His mind. Was He thinking back to 
when he was a spy? In Numbers 13/14, 12 were sent out and only 2 returned with positive reports, 
Joshua and Caleb, and they were only ones of all the people who travelled from Egypt who 
entered the promised land. Even though these 2 spies are never named, you have to know that 
these were 2 men chosen specifically by Joshua. They were men He trusted to bring back a 
detailed and honest report. They were men like him, strong and courageous. He chose 2 so that 
they could support each other. When the 2 men arrived in Jericho, they went to the place that was 
well visited, so that they could blend in and not stand out. That is why they went to the house of a 
prostitute. That is why they went to the house of Rahab, the prostitute. They just wanted to be one 
of the many nameless ones who visited the brothel. Rahab was a very well-known person in the 
city. You visit a city for the first time and ask for best brothel in town. And where do you end up, 
Rahab's house. But they are spotted as being Israelites and spies. When the king of Jericho sends 
his men to capture the spies in Rahab's house, how did they know that she would not hand them 
over to the king? 
 
1. TRUST 
They trusted in the words of God. They trusted in the promise of God that the people of God would 
inherit the promised land. In verse 14 they proclaim.' when the Lord gives us the land'. They 
trusted in the fact they were chosen by Joshua to spy out the land because they had the skills for 
the job. They trusted in their ability to blend in and not be noticed. Remember that they were send 
out 'to look over the land, especially Jericho'. They sneaked around other places besides Jericho. 
They trusted in their ability to hide from the troops of Jericho in the hills for 3 days. After all they 
were spies!! Did they trust God for their lives at the moment, when they were in Jericho? Not too 
sure! 'Our lives for yours' in verse 14. They believed God for His promise and plan, but in the 
moment of crunch they bargained their own lives for Rahab's and her family ~  not once but twice ~ 
and stated “If you tell on us then we will be caught and the bargain is null and void, no longer valid” 
(see verses 14 & 20). They had to trust Rahab. 
 



Sometimes our trust in God can be tested (well our trust in God is tested all the time), and we can 
find at times that our trust can be a bit shaky! But that does not mean that God gives up on us. 
Sometimes God uses others or circumstances we are in to build our trust in Him. Rahab, the 
prostitute demonstrated her trust in God, because of who He is. Verse 11 'for the Lord your God is 
God in heaven above and on the earth below.' She is mentioned in the passage of faith in action in 
Hebrews 11. 
 

Hebrews 11:31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with 
those who were disobedient. 

By trusting Rahab, they were still trusting God. 

 
2. SALVATION 
Sometimes in the midst of our faith being tested, 
there can be opportunities to see people saved.  
 

Joshua 2:12-13 ~ “Now then, please swear to me by 
the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, 
because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a 
sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father 
and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who 
belong to them—and that you will save us from death.” 
 

The scarlet cord in the window was a reminder for the spies as to what God did in Egypt. When the 
Israelites marked their houses with the blood of the lambs so that the first born would be saved. It 
declares the salvation of the Lord over Rahab's house and points to the cross, when Jesus, the 
lamb of God, spills His blood. 
 

James 2:25 ~ In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what 
she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 

These 2 unnamed spies were the people of God. They had the right to proclaim salvation over 
Rahab and her family. They knew they had the authority to proclaim salvation over Rahab and her 
family. They spent 3 days hiding in the hills. Jesus was 3 days in the tomb... 

At the curry night on Wednesday. Kathy said she wanted to be like Ray (who shared his 
testimony). To be able tell others of her story. But she had shared her testimony through baptism 
the Sunday before. In the midst of world that is lost and disobedient, God wants to still save. 

 
3. FUTURE 
We might think that nobody notices what we are doing. That nobody knows who we are.  
Sometimes that can be true. In verse 1 we read that Joshua 'secretly sent out 2 spies'. How many 
people knew that 2 spies were sent out? How many knew who the 2 spies actually were? Joshua, 
the leader knew because he sent them out. Maybe you are like the 2 spies on a secret mission, 
working in the areas you good at. Being ready to see people saved! 
 

Did the 2 spies expect to save Rahab and her family. I don't think so. From their history (see verse 
10), they probably saw themselves wiping out the people Jericho just as they did to the Amorites. 
And why did it have to be Rahab and her family. She was a prostitute! Well, 400 years after the fall 
of Jericho, the least of Jesse's sons, David, becomes king of Israel. This probably the first time that 
we notice the importance of Rahab as David was descended from her. In turn, through the 
genealogies, a 1000 years later we have Jesus, a direct descendant of Rahab. 
 

Questions to think about: 
➢ We are all known by God if we believe it not. There are no unknowns for God. How much 

do we trust in God? 
➢ Do you believe that you have a God given authority to lead others to Christ? 
➢ Do believe in the promise of God's salvation? 
➢ Do you believe that God uses you just as you are with your unique skills and personality? 

 

Pray … 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/hebrews/11/
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/james/2/


For Sunday September 29th: 

 
Joshua 3 ~ Crossing the Jordan 

(NIV) 

 
Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the  
Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. After three days the officers went 
throughout the camp, giving orders to the people: “When you see the ark of the  
covenant of the LORD your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out 
from your positions and follow it. Then you will know which way to go, since you have 
never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits between 
you and the ark; do not go near it.” 
 
Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing 
things among you.” 
 
Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the  
people.” So, they took it up and went ahead of them. 
 
And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so 
they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. Tell the priests who carry the ark of 
the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 
 
Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your 
God. This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly 
drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and 
Jebusites. See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan 
ahead of you.  Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each 
tribe.  And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD—the Lord of all the earth—
set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a 
heap.” 
 
So, when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the 
covenant went ahead of them. Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as 
soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the wa-
ter’s edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance 
away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to 
the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So, the people 
crossed over opposite Jericho. The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel 
passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 
 


