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DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29th 2019 

Joshua 3 ~ Joss Bray 

Introduction 
We are looking at Joshua, a book in the Old Testament, as it is still relevant and applicable to us and it points 
us to Jesus. The story so far: 
 
Chapter 1 - Moses dies, Joshua propelled into leadership, needs to be told by God to be strong and 

courageous, “I will never leave you nor forsake you”, everyone getting behind him and pulling together, 

because God was with him and they saw it. 

Chapter 2 – Spies sent out again, visit Rahab the prostitute, she realises the awesomeness of God and what 

will happen to Jericho, helps the spies and makes a deal, the red “Passover” cord in the window, the spies 

reporting back to Joshua.  

Chapter 3 – first part: 

Joshua 3:1-13 ~ Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the 

Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. After three days the officers went throughout the camp, 

giving orders to the people: ‘When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical 

priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. Then you will know which way to go, 

since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits between you 

and the ark; do not go near it.’, Joshua told the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do 

amazing things among you.’ Joshua said to the priests, ‘Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead 

of the people.’ So, they took it up and went ahead of them. And the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I will begin to 

exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so that they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. Tell the 

priests who carry the ark of the covenant: “When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in 

the river.”’ Joshua said to the Israelites, ‘Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God.  This is how 

you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, 

Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 

all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one 

from each tribe. And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord – the Lord of all the earth – set foot 

in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.’ 

Joshua had a big job on, a risky job, not an everyday job, and God calls us to follow him in the same way, 

sometimes taking risks. How did Joshua do it? How do we do the same if we are thinking about a significant 

course of action? Or what if you feel you have missed the boat – as it were – on something God had called 

you to or a passion you’ve had? Do you need guidance now? 

Some principles then: 

Joshua had SEEN for himself the promised land, 40 years before.  

Have we seen something, been envisioned and enthused, maybe a while ago? 

Have we been wandering in the wilderness? Lots happened there as well! 

Joshua LISTENED to the spies. 

Do we listen to trusted people and can they see it too? Don’t listen to people who 

don’t see things from God’s point of view. 

Joshua HEARD from God. 

Have we heard from God, and how do we do that, Spirit and word? He can speak through visions & pictures, 

through prophecy, His word, creation ~ but be careful to check things out. Do we take Jesus’s promise to be 

with us always seriously enough? 

Joshua SPOKE out with confidence what God had told him and he envisioned others. 

Do we have enough confidence to do that, to trust in God alone and to speak it out? 
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Then what happened? 
Joshua 3: 14-17 ~ So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the 
covenant went ahead of them. Now the Jordan is in flood all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who 
carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, the water from upstream stopped 
flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while 
the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So, the 
people crossed over opposite Jericho. The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in 
the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had 
completed the crossing on dry ground. 
 
Then Joshua DID something. 

At some point we need to step forward and follow God where he is leading. Is there something stopping us 

from following God and why? 

And then God did the business, just as he promised.  

A Bible encyclopaedia says this: 

Adam - A city in the middle of the Jordan valley near 

ZARETHAN (Josh 3:16) …. The name probably 

survives at the Damieh Ford, near the mouth of the 

Jabbok twenty miles above Jericho. An Arabian 

historian asserts that about 1265 AD the Jordan was 

here blocked by a land slide. The inner gorge of the 

Jordan is here narrow with high banks which would 

facilitate such an obstruction as permitted the waters 

to "pile up" above to Adam and run out below, 

permitting Joshua's host to cross on dry land. 

I don’t think that was a coincidence! God will do what he promises us as well. 

So, if there is a Jordan you need to cross, then God wants you to remember these principles:  

Seeing what He wants to show you 

Listening to other trusted people 

Hearing from Him 

Speaking out about what He has said 

Doing something for Him, with Him – stepping out in faith 

If we do that, we won’t fail. The failure is not stepping out. But don’t feel condemned. 

And there’s more! 

This is also picture of salvation, of our journey in discipleship from the beginning before we even knew God 

to where we are now. Think about that in your life, your journey. 

Many of us had seen God at work in others, in the church, amongst friends, in our families, and thought, I 

want some of that! It’s a promised land, freedom, blessing, a new start! Perhaps we were put off by potential 

issues and difficulties, it took some time, but God showed us something that stayed with us. 

Maybe we listened to some Christian friends and trusted what they said about Jesus and thought yes, that 

makes sense, its good news and it works. 

Then we heard from God. He spoke to us maybe in a dramatic way, in a quiet way, maybe though preaching 

and teaching, through the bible, maybe in the middle of a difficult life experience. 

Then we have said yes to God and we spoke out about our new faith, confessed that Jesus is Lord and that 

God raised him from the dead.  
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Then we did something, leaving the old land of sin for the promised land of grace, the new life! It required a 

step into the water – a step of faith. That’s the step that baptism celebrates in a clear and physical way. 

Its a step away from sinful wanderings with no purpose, to a journey of forgiveness, purpose and a real 

heavenly destination. 

 

So how can we have that confidence to step out of the old into the new? 

For Joshua, the Ark of the covenant which was the symbol of God’s Holy presence and his promises to his 

people, and that was went first into the river. In the same way Jesus, who isn’t just a symbol but who is the 

Son of God, the actual presence of God, who fulfilled all those promises, He has gone first into the risk and 

danger in front of us. He calls us to follow Him, the good shepherd leads, and the sheep follow because they 

trust that the shepherd will lead them into good and safe pasture. Because he goes first, he deals with the 

lions and bears and whatever would kill the sheep. He makes the way through life and death safe. In the 

case of Jesus, he laid down his life, so we could have life for ever. He made the way across that Jordan safe 

and calls us to trust and follow Him. If you haven’t made that decision to follow Him as your shepherd and 

Lord, then what is stopping you? He’s 

speaking into your life right now. For those of 

us who have followed Jesus, then let’s keep 

on going remembering how Joshua did it. He 

was just someone like us and God is the 

same yesterday, today and forever! 

All the same principles still hold true whatever 

Jordan we face or and whatever new 

promised land he is calling us to. So, we 

should expect salvation, new lives, blessing, and the fulfilment of things God has spoken to us and all in the 

name of Jesus. We don’t have to follow him at 1000 yards because his Spirit lives right inside us and 

because he is in charge of our lives. We can fully step forward knowing that he will never leave or forsake us 

– so let’s do it! 

 

Questions to consider: 
Joshua had a big job, a risky job, and God calls us to follow him in the same way, sometimes taking risks.  

➢ How did Joshua do it?  
➢ How do we do the same if we are thinking about a significant course of action?  
➢ What if you feel you have missed the boat – as it were – on something God had called you to? 

 
God wants you to remember these principles: 

❖ Seeing what He wants to show you 
❖ Listening to other trusted people 
❖ Hearing from Him 
❖ Speaking out about what He has said 
❖ Doing something for Him, with Him – stepping out in faith 

 
➢ Have you seen something, been envisioned, enthused, maybe a while ago? Have you been 

wandering in the wilderness? What is God saying to you about this now? 
➢ Do we listen to trusted people, can they see what we see too?  
➢ Have we heard from God, and how do we do that?  
➢ Do we take Jesus’s promise to be with us always seriously enough? 
➢ Do we have enough confidence to do that – to trust in God alone – to speak it out? 
➢ At some point we need to step forward and follow God where he is leading. Is there something 

stopping us from following God and why? 
 
Let’s pray. 
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Joshua 4 (NIV)  
 

When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, “Choose 
twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve 
stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and carry 
them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight.” 
 
So, Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from 
each tribe, and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle 
of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of 
the tribes of the Israelites, to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your 
children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut 
off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the 
Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.” 
 
So, the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the middle 
of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD had told 
Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them 
down. Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been[a] in the middle of the Jordan at the 
spot where the priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are there to 
this day. 
 
Now the priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the Jordan until 
everything the LORD had commanded Joshua was done by the people, just as Moses had 
directed Joshua. The people hurried over, and as soon as all of them had crossed, the ark of 
the LORD and the priests came to the other side while the people watched. The men of 
Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over, ready for battle, in front of the 
Israelites, as Moses had directed them. About forty thousand armed for battle crossed 
over before the LORD to the plains of Jericho for war. That day the LORD exalted Joshua in 
the sight of all Israel; and they stood in awe of him all the days of his life, just as they had 
stood in awe of Moses. 
 

Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Command the priests carrying the ark of the covenant law to 
come up out of the Jordan.” So, Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the 
Jordan.” 
And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD. No 
sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan returned to 
their place and ran at flood stage as before. 
 

On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at 
Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho. And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they 
had taken out of the Jordan. He said to the Israelites, “In the future when your descendants 
ask their parents, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry 
ground.’ For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. 
The LORD your God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up 
before us until we had crossed over. He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might 
know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you might always fear the LORD your 
God.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-5920a

