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The Firstborn from Among the Dead ~ Mark Van Schalkwyk 

 
Colossians 1:18 ~ And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
 

Revelation 1:5 ~ and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood 
 
1. Supremacy of the Firstborn 
What does The Firstborn mean? It speaks of a birth order – the first child born.  It is of great 
importance to understand this. The firstborn is the one who inherits his father’s place and 
receives the double blessing  
 

Deuteronomy 21:17 ~ He must acknowledge the son of his unloved wife as the firstborn by 
giving him a double share of all he has. That son is the first sign of his father’s strength. The 
right of the firstborn belongs to him. 
 

Jesus is the firstborn of Gods fulfilment 
 

Galatians 3:7 ~ Understand, then, that those who have faith are 
children of Abraham. 
 

Jesus the firstborn is the fulfilment of God’s plan to bless all the 
nations through the promise of Abraham 
 

Colossians 1:15 ~ The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. 
 

Jesus is the first among all things. He is the firstborn of all creation. All things in heaven and 
earth have been created through Him and for Him. He stands above it all. He is the head. His 
supremacy over all things is unquestionable. There is no other. We have to believe this and 
know it in our hearts. For the things we build our lives upon has to be strong and able to 
weather all storms. 
 

Do we believe that Jesus the Firstborn is supreme over all? One very important thing to 
remember, we can only have a firstborn if others are born afterwards. 
 
2. The Likeness of the Firstborn. 
We have been created in the image of God.  
 

Genesis 1:27 ~ So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 
 

But this does not mean that when people look at us, they see God. But when people look at 
Jesus, they will see God. Jesus and the Father are one. 
 

Colossians 1:15 ~ The Son is the image of the invisible God 
 

Only Jesus the firstborn is the likeness of God. God the Son 
chose to take on the form of man and be born as a baby. He 
grew up, was crucified, died and was buried. Jesus became 
fully man. But He was also fully God. On the third day He rose 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is now seated on 
the right hand of God. When He rose, he appeared before 
many. He still held the form of a man. He ate with the disciples 
on the beach and on the road to Emmaus. He appeared to the 
disciples through a locked door so that Thomas could see and 
touch the wounds in His side and hands. 
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Luke 24:39 ~ Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and 
see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have. 
 

When we get to heaven, we will be changed 
 

1 Corinthians 15:52 ~ in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we will be changed. 
 

And will be like Him. We will have bodies like Christ’s resurrected body. 
 

But the likeness of the Firstborn is more than the physical body. That is 
what will happen when He comes again. For the dead and the living. But 
we can be like Him now. We can demonstrate, show and portrait Christ in 
the life we have now. We show the love and kindness that comes from Him. 
 

We can sometimes see our kids behaving like us. We see traits we do not 
want to pass on. But everything about Jesus is good and a likeness we 
need to show in every way 
 

He is the blueprint we follow. He has led the way for us to follow. For us to 
follow in His footsteps. We want to be like Jesus. We need to be like Jesus! 
We cannot say that people can see God when they look at us, but they 
should be able to see Jesus in us! 
 

Are people able to see Jesus in you or me? 
 
3. The New Life through the Firstborn. 
Jesus died on the cross for our sins. We have to die on that cross with Him. 
We have to be reborn and made a new. Jesus is the Firstborn from among 
the dead. The power of death has been broken. One day we will have new 
bodies when He comes again and calls us into heaven. When we 
acknowledge Jesus as our Saviour, Lord and King, and confess and repent 
from our sins, then we will be called sons and daughters of the living God. 
We will be new creations following in the mould of Jesus the firstborn from 
the dead. We do not wait to go to heaven first and then become new 
creations. The old has gone and the new has come. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 ~ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
 

All of this points to a change. Last week Dave spoke about the new life, 
The new life of God within us.  His new creation. 
 

Charles Dickens – A Christmas Carol ~ Jacob Marley - Why did I walk 
through crowds of fellow-beings with my eyes turned down, and never raise 
them to that blessed Star which led the Wise Men to a poor abode! Were 
there no poor homes to which its light would have conducted me!' 
 

Just like Ebenezer Scrooge had to change, we need to change. But we do 
not look for a star any more. There is no star, there is only Jesus. Jesus is 
the light of the world and He will lead us to the poor. The lost and the 
destitute. To show them the new life in Christ Jesus. Ebenezer was 
changed by an emotional response. We need to change because of 
something far greater. Last week this verse was quoted. 
 

Philippians 1:6 ~ being confident of this, that he who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
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Do you want to change?  
 

Well the good news is that we will change despite ourselves. Because of the supremacy of 
Jesus over all things. Because He is the firstborn from among the dead and paved the way for 
those born a new into the family of God. We are a new creation. We have to change. We can be 
there for one another as we change and become more like Jesus. 
 
 

Questions from Mark:  
➢ What does this mean for us? 
➢ Can we recognize the change when it comes? 
➢ How can we help each other in the change? 

 

Other Questions to Ponder: 
➢ What did you learn from the talk on Sunday? 

➢ Have you managed to apply it to your life this week? 
 

 
 
Pray 


