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The church in Hull have been praying for this church and county. We are confident that this region and the 
surrounding areas are going to be affected by Gateway Church living out the gospel in the communities you 
are called to serve. The primary way you are going to make a difference is living out a Biblical value and 
therefore a value of Regions Beyond – Embracing the poor. It is important to understand what is key for 
you as a church, what drives you and what the culture is you are wanting to create. All churches have 
different styles and beliefs that shape them. When looking at a church to be part of it is important to not 
only read what the church says their values are but also to make sure they are in action. That is what we 
are working hard to do in my church Jubilee in Hull. We want to embrace the poor. 
 

When we started Jubilee Church in Hull 13 years ago, we met 
on the Thornton Estate not far from the City Centre. The 
Thornton estate had a poor reputation and in need of 
regeneration. We deliberately did not advertise where and 
when we met to Christians in the city and we wanted to grow 
by reaching new people. However, people somehow managed 
to find us. About a month in, two women arrived at the church 
service. They were well dressed and joined passionately in 
with the worship. At the end I chatted to them as we had a cup 
of tea and were waiting to serve lunch to everyone present 
and those who were quickly gathering from the local community to join with us for a meal. The lady 
came up and squared herself up to me and said, “Pastor there are too many people smoking at the 
front of your church”. I stepped back in shock but replied “Lady there are not enough people 
smoking at the front of the church”. (I did not say it in a Nigerian accent though!). What this lady 
was saying was it gave a poor impression that at a church there were people attending who were 
smoking. They were not respectful; they should not be allowed. They were not religious enough. 
She was offended by them. My biggest offence was not the smokers but the religious spirit of this 
woman. We were reaching people who did not know Christ, those whose addiction to nicotine was 
the smallest issue in their life. I was not condoning smoking; it is a bad a dangerous habit, but 
these were the people we are called to reach. Those other people may reject, those many churches 
would reject. I gave her the details of a couple of churches where she would be made welcome with 
her better than thou attitude and distaste for people not like her. You see my Jesus; our Jesus was 
called a friend of sinners. We are not called to be a holy huddle a safe middle-class Church but 
called on a mission to be love and reach those who are outside of Christ from varying and different 
backgrounds than us. 
 

Matthew 13 verses 31-32 ~ He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is 
the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its 
branches." 
 

Here Jesus is saying his kingdom is like a seed that turns into a tree that the birds come and perch in its 
branches. You do not plant stuff in your fields to attract birds, because birds will eat your seeds when you 
plant! However, God’s way, his kingdom, his church is like a tree for the birds to come. Unexpected, messy! 
Jesus said in this tree “the birds of the air come and perch in its branches. The word Jesus uses for 
birds here is the word “fowls”. Fowls were not the majestic birds but birds that were detested. 
These were the ones that ate the animal carcasses. 
 

Jesus is saying this tree, this kingdom is for the lost, those without shelter and hope, the 
frustrated and despairing, the despised and the outcast, the poor. 
 

Jesus said in Mark 2:17 ~ On hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners." 
 

We need to be a church that welcomes the fowls, that brings shelter and care. There is 
nothing more sickening than churches that put up the scarecrows – barriers that prevent 
the ones Jesus loves to come in. Those scarecrows can be putting on events that people 
have to always pay for-excluding those who have no finance. Preaching sermons that are 
so complicated those who do not have a university education do not understand. Churches 
where you have to pay for the coffee. Churches where the person at the door looks up and 



down at you as you walk in communicating, we do not usually have your sort here. Instead we have to plant 
a welcoming tree. We have to welcome and embrace. We have to do something.at our first building we put 
up a smoking shelter. Why because lots of people smoke! You are welcome! A key and foundation value 
we have had from the beginning is: Embracing the Poor. 
 

Galatians 2:10 ~ “All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had 
been eager to do all along.” 
 

The early church led by the early disciples (apostles) along with Paul the apostle had this had a concern for 
the poor.  Paul writes we should continue to remember the poor. Remember means to make mention of, 
hold in remembrance. They have to be at the forefront of the churches mission and care. That is a directive, 
it is of great importance. In that it does not just mean we just serve the poor, we do things for the poor, we 
just pity people and give give give. No! It is much more than that. The poor are joined with us on mission, 
they are co equals. They contribute and enrich us as we serve God together. We embrace each other. 
They are not at the edge of God’s purpose but joined, connected and of great value.  
 

This means that we need to be committed to loving and serving the most vulnerable in order to bring their 
giftings, their experience with you as we seek to reach this region and the nations with the good news of 
Christ. In Jubilee we tell people if you want comfort and neatness this is not the church for you. Our church 
at times is messy, it challenges arrogance, attitudes, and perceptions but if 
people are willing to change it will make you more like Jesus and have a 
passion for those that he loves. 
 

I knew and see that in my church we have a growing number of people 
who are willing to be more Christ like by embracing the poor and 
marginalised. That means not just helping practically but when on a 
Sunday there is often noise, smells, distractions we celebrate what God is 
doing among us rather than complain. We welcome the homeless and the 
addicted with open arms. When the biblical parable of going out to the 
highways and byways to invite people to a feast so they can eat and join in 
is demonstrated at a church lunch. When the biscuits run out because 
someone has taken six, we are grateful for the home and meal we will 
return to and thankful we are feeding the hungry as a church. When 
professionals join the church, doctors from the hospital and 
businesswomen who say we are here because we love that you embrace 
the poor. When students realise our church is not the best place if you 
want to party with Christians and be comfortable but a family that is 
diverse that loves and cares for all and calls us to serve together. I am so 
grateful we are wanting to grow in our embrace of the poor. 
 

So how do we embrace the poor. The key for all of us is to understand 
God’s embrace to us through his Mercy and then that motivates us to extend God’s mercy and embrace to 
others.  
 

1 Chronicles 16:34 ~ Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 
 

 Joel 2:13 ~ So rend your heart, and not your garments; return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from doing harm.  
 

God is full of Mercy. The Hebrew word for mercy is “Checed” which means to get inside someone’s skin, to 
look at where they view life and feel what they are experiencing; to move in and act on behalf of the one 
whose hurting. That is exactly what Jesus did when He chose to leave the comfort and glory of Heaven to 
become one of us. He was mercy in the flesh. He wept with the sorrowing and gave companionship to the 
lonely. He healed the sick. He hung out with sinners and the outcast. He took little children into His arms 
and embraced them and blessed them. He forgave those who beat Him and come against Him.  
The ultimate outcome of His mercy was the cross. When we deserved to be punished for our sin God 
showed mercy to us. Jesus took all our sin and shame. He died in our place. We deserved punishment but 
he gave Mercy. 
 

Ephesians 2:4 ~ “But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so very much, that even while we were 
dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead.  
 

We were dead in our sins before we became Christians. Dead people can do nothing. It was God’s mercy 
therefore that rescued us. That mercy is the mercy we need to understand for ourselves and others. This 
morning let us look at three ways to help us be merciful so we can embrace the poor 



 
1. Fall in love with mercy.  
Often, I am asked as a Pastor- I really want to know what God’s will is for my life. Or sometimes people say 
I really want someone to prophecy over me, so I know what direction to take. Now there is nothing wrong 
with the question about seeking God’s direction. Perhaps even wanting a prophecy is not necessarily 
wrong. So, if you are a Christian here today, I have the answer. in fact, I can prophecy it over you as it is 
from God’s word.  
 

Micah 6:8 ~ He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  
 
What does God require? What is God’s will for you…that you love mercy. It is 
not an option. It is something to be sought, desired for even cherished. Do you 
love mercy? If you have received Mercy your response should me to love it 
more and more and to give it out it increasingly. Share the love around. You 
may be seeking God-where should I work for you? Maybe you will be called to 
another village, town, city or nation. However, the best place to start is to be a 
missionary of mercy where you are! We should be known in our workplaces, 
our community, our families as a people of Mercy and grace and a church 
where people will be loved and accepted. 

 

2. Demonstrate mercy.  
Zechariah 7:9-10 ~ And the word of the LORD came again to 
Zechariah:  "This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Administer true justice; 
show mercy and compassion to one another. Do not oppress the widow or the 
fatherless, the alien or the poor. 
 

We have already said mercy is not just a feeling but an act. We are to show it. 
Here God highlights that we show mercy by not oppressing the widow, fatherless, the alien (that does not 
mean green men from outer space but those who are in a land that is not their own and the poor. In our 
context in can be those seeking asylum, refugees, economic migrants.) The opposite of oppression is to 
relieve, to free. We welcome people in Jubilee whose first language is not English. We want to help, to 
love, to extend kindness and Mercy.  
 

That is also why at Jubilee we run a language class, work with the homeless and those at risk of being 
homeless. We have showers and a laundry, have a breakfast club three times a week and are the base for 
the Big issue magazine for our area. We run a daytime college offering education and support in skills such 
as craft, cooking, learning to sing. We love those who receive support for their mental health issues through 
our mental health classes. We love to befriend the isolated and lonely with our work among older people. 
We want to help give people self-respect, an opportunity to work and take responsibility through our 
catering social enterprise. Each week as people come into our building it is not just about running a project. 
They are not just allowed here to deal with our social conscience. It is a way to demonstrate and show 
God’s love and compassion. To demonstrate his mercy. To hear stories of abuse and neglect. To feel 
compassion at the news of a still born child, to listen to health problems that they are worried about and 
have not told anyone else. To be a family here for them. To stand with them in their trials and difficulties. To 
help clothe and accommodate. To help people out of addiction through our Christian 12 step programme. 
To house people in our rehab house. Our foodbank feeds hundreds of people each month. 
 

It is often the religious who will say …but some of them do take drugs…they should stop drinking alcohol, 
you must be careful as the church may be taken advantage of. Yes, some may take drugs, be alcoholics, 
smell, disappoint and let us down. That is why we are a people of mercy. We have understood God’s grace 
towards us and can but not show grace. We demonstrate forgiveness again. We do not give up on people. 
We chose to go the extra mile. 
 

God’s heart of mercy is directed to the poor, the broken, those without hope. Let us demonstrate his mercy. 
At Jubilee this year we a church into another estate in Hull and this week we opened a school for excluded 
Children. Here in Shilbottle mercy may look different but it has to be done. What is God saying? Who is 
God calling you to love and serve? There is more to be done. 
 
3. Respond to mercy.  
Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  



 
Because of God’s mercy it should lead us to live are lives differently. To put God first. To choose not to sin. 
When we understand God’s mercy it will help us to make different choices and decisions. We will live holy, 
pure lives. We will put God first. God’s mercy will also help us to live out our lives daily as we serve him and 
others. Jesus demonstrated incredible mercy and He expected His followers to show it as well. Sometimes 
we can lack mercy toward people who sin differently than we do. And it is those who are the most religious 
are those who often can be most rigid and unmerciful. Allow God to help you in those times. 
 

Many of us are have constantly shown Mercy and it is draining when we are let down, when things do not 
work out. When change does not happen as fast as we can expect in the book of James it says Mercy 
triumphs over judgment!” James reminds us that we are to continue grant mercy to others instead of 
judgment:  
 

2 Corinthians 4:1 ~ Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this 
ministry, we do not lose heart.   
 

Ministry (serving God…having a title, being on the church rota) must flow 
from mercy. It is God’s mercy that causes us to work for him, to serve him.  
 

I wonder have you lost heart? Are you weary? Are you serving God’s 
people? If not, it is because you are not understanding from God’s mercy 
comes a heart of service and ministry. All our service and leadership in the 
Christian life needs to keep on being soaked in mercy and living out our 
lives in worship. For many of us today we need the Holy Spirit to come 
and renew us and to allow mercy to flood our lives in order to show that to 
others. We are to embrace the poor no matter what sacrifices we have to 
take in order that as God transforms lives, we may fulfil the great 
commission together to tell even more people about him and see 
communities saved and restored. 
 

Today I hope we are all challenged. God wants us to be filled with 
compassion and mercy. He will do that by embracing us and then we do 
we embrace others. I want us all to respond to God.  
Lamentations says this:  
 

Lamentations 3: 22-23 ~ The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 

Today God’s mercy is here for us! This morning receive fresh revelation from God for yourself and others.  
 
Questions to ponder … 

➢ What did you learn from the talk on Sunday? 
➢ Have you managed to apply it to your life this week? 

 
 
Pray … 


