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Introduction: 
Its important to realise that God’s love for the world was his plan right from the beginning and right 
to the end. So - we see the Father, Son and Spirit taking lead roles in showing his love for us at 
different times in history. 
 

Jesus didn’t just come from nowhere and walk on the earth for 33 years then disappear again 
never to be seen again. He is the alpha and omega – the beginning and end – he was there right 
at the beginning of creation and right at the end when the new heaven and new earth are 
revealed. The whole of the bible – the whole of history – has demonstrated the love that God has 
for us – the people that he created.  
 

Jesus wasn’t a plan B because things went wrong – he was always THE plan – the person who 
would reconcile the world to God. Jesus didn’t die to take the consequence of sin because 
everything else had failed. He was always going to be literally be the saviour of the world.  
 
The beginning: 
So, at the beginning of creation – Jesus was there – along with the Father and the Spirit  
 

John 1:1-4 ~ In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with 
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 
 

Genesis 1:1-2 ~ In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
 

From the beginning, the trinity is a fundamental theme that runs through the bible as to who God is 
– One God – three persons. Then God made man, and the garden of Eden, which was great, but 
sin became a huge issue and that caused all sorts of problems. Man had chosen to ignore God 
and do what he wanted – whether or not it was going to be good for him. In particular this caused 
a separation from God – a distance from Him – as well as a separation from the paradise of Eden 
itself. So that original sin paved the way for things just getting worse - Sin got so bad that God sent 
a huge flood to make a new start with just one family – Noah’s.  
 

Then God’s chosen nation Israel– the one that would demonstrate who he was to the world – well 
they kept going astray in big and disastrous ways as well. God sent prophets and leaders to show 
them a better way – but they were largely ignored – or heard for a while then the nation reverted 
back to following the ways they thought best – that were not their own ways.  
 

Does that sound familiar in our present day – even in the church? 
 

But what has that got to do with the love of God? 
 

The Father was trying all that time to save people – he loved them so much that he kept on 
persevering despite everything they had done. He didn’t wipe everyone out – although he came 
close. His love for his created people overruled and he already knew what he would have to do to 
really redeem the people from where they had gone. He kept on covenanting with them – agreeing 
that he would be their God and telling them the things that they needed to do. All these 
agreements pointed to the new covenant – the one that Jesus would fulfil – that he would embody 
– literally.  
 
God’s love is eternal – but he is also a God of justice, he is a God of mercy but also judgement.  



It’s difficult for us to understand maybe - but sin cannot go unpunished. Our laws reflect the 10 
commandments – they reflect the principles of sin needing punishment - of people sinned against 
needing justice. 
 

The middle: 
The world was lost in sin – but God still loved the world. The amazing is that – he could have 
literally just started again – but he didn’t. It’s a real sign of his continuing and outstanding love for 
us that he didn’t.  
 

John 3: 16-17 ~ For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.  
 

You wouldn’t think of doing that would you if 
you were in God’s position! But that is what he 
did – he sent Jesus – who through and by 
whom everything was made – he sent him to 
save the world. And because Jesus also had 
the same love for us – he willingly came. Jesus’s love for us meant he left heavenly glory and 
safety and came to the sinful world where he knew full well what was going to happen to him. 
 

Even the prophets from the old testament knew that he would be the suffering servant who would 
take away the sins of the world. Here’s one of the most familiar prophecies about Jesus from 
Isaiah 53: 
 

Isaiah 53: 2-6 ~ He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He 
had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire 
him. He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like 
one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. Surely, 
he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by 
him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 
 

That is the love that Jesus has for us. John 15 says:  
 

John 15: 13 ~ Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
 

It’s a theme that moves us isn’t it? Wherever we come across self-sacrifice – there is an eternal 
truth – an eternal story about Jesus - that it reflects. It’s the ultimate love. And in his life with his 
disciples – he demonstrated ongoing real love.  
 

This love is not a feeling - because love is a doing word – think of 1 Corinthians 13  
 

1 Corinthians 13: 4-8a ~ Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.  
 

Its all about what we do - and its exactly how Jesus was with his disciples – and its exactly how he 
is with us now. He could have spent the 3 years with his disciples telling them off for the many 
ways they got things wrong. You can imagine – can’t you – “I know you are thinking that Peter – 
stop it!” “Matthew – you shouldn’t have done that!” and “Judas – I don’t know where to start!” 
But their times together didn’t seem to be like that. They wanted to be around him – to follow him – 
and people are not going to follow someone who tells them off and exposes their failings and 
shortcomings all the time! Jesus – had the perfect right to do that – but he chose not to. 
 



That’s a real lesson for us, isn’t it, in our relationships as well. He 
demonstrated love by doing the things in 1Cor 13 – we could read it 
like this: 
 

Jesus is patient, Jesus is kind. He does not envy, he does not boast, 
he is not proud. He does not dishonour others, he is not self-seeking, 
he is not easily angered, he keeps no record of wrongs. Jesus does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. He always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Jesus never fails.  
 

That’s Jesus. 
 

Now – there were times when he rebuked and corrected his disciples – quite harshly you may say 
– look at Matthew 16: 
 

Matthew 16: 21-23 ~ From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. ‘Never, Lord!’ he said. ‘This shall never happen to you!’ Jesus turned and 
said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; you do not have in mind 
the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.’ 
 

When he said to Peter “get behind me Satan” – in front of everyone else - you can imagine that 
was a bit of a blow to Peter who had thought he was just being encouraging. And of course, Jesus 
wasn’t keen on the pharisees, and teachers of the Law who misrepresented God and the money 
changers who exploited the people and dishonoured God. He got pretty angry with them. 
 

Remember – love is not easily angered – but it can be! That anger was about God’s truth versus 
the truth the world would have people believe – plausible though it might be. But Jesus’s love for 
the disciples meant that they were secure enough to take correction – because they knew that he 
loved them. That should be the same for us if we feel God’s correction or discipline. We need to 
grasp how much we are loved by God – then we can really grow up in God and become the 
people he wants us to be. 
 

So, when Jesus did go to the cross in obedience to his Father – out of love for the world, he took 
all that sin on himself. We don’t really understand the magnitude of what that means, or how much 
he suffered. But we do know that the result is that we don’t have to bear the result of that 
judgement for our sin. That distance between us and God – that Jesus experienced on the cross 
when he said, “my God my God why have you forsaken me?” – that distance has now been closed 
We are restored in relationship and citizenship of heaven – the ultimate paradise. If sin wasn’t paid 
for – then there is no justice but the outstanding love of Jesus for us means, it’s done – it is 
finished. 
 

How do we know it’s true? 
 

Because God raised Jesus from the dead – he demonstrated with amazing power that everything 
Jesus said and did was true and from God. He showed that death was defeated – and we need no 
more fear death and eternity – if we are secure in Jesus. 
 
The end: 
But there was more love to come. Jesus kept on loving after he physically ascended to heaven – 
he told his disciples and encouraged them in advance in John 14: 
 

John 14: 16-18 ~ And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and 
be with you for ever –  the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you. 
 

Jesus asks his Father to send the Spirit. The trinity is right there again – 3 persons in one – mind 
blowing. It’s now the time of the Holy Spirit to take a lead role in showing God’s love and care for 
his people. Jesus isn’t here physically – but he will be back – its all in the bible! However – we 



know he is here with us by His spirit – the Spirit of God. He is our helper – living in us – in all 
circumstances. Let’s remember that – the Holy Spirit lives in us to help us in our lives – and that is 
a result of Jesus’s love for us! 
 

And he also an “advocate” - someone who speaks in favour of someone or defends them.  
We don’t need to defend ourselves when attacked and we don’t need to big ourselves up or to 
justify ourselves. The Holy Spirit is the best advocate we have. Let’s not strive to do the work of 
the Spirit – let him do it!  
 
In conclusion: 

❖ God’s love for people has been clearly demonstrated since the beginning of creation. 
 

❖ God the Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit have always been 
coexisting – always in community together – always working together. 

 

❖ Throughout different times, the different persons of the trinity have been 
at the forefront of showing that love. 

 

❖ His love for us cannot fail – that is the nature of real love. Let’s be secure 
in that – whatever else happens. And let’s live our lives in the power of the 
Spirit showing others that love. 

 

❖ And if you don’t know the love of God in your life – He is saying to you right now – 
this is how much I love you – will you respond to what I have done for you?  

 

❖ Eternity is waiting – will you join me? 
 
 
Other Questions to Ponder: 

➢ What did you learn from the talk on Sunday? 
➢ Have you managed to apply it to your life this week? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


